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CHOOSING YOUR COURSES 
 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION  
 
The purpose of this Course Booklet is to provide students and their parents with information 
regarding the courses and services available at University Hill Secondary School.  The 
descriptions are general in nature and are not intended to outline the complete content of each 
course, program, or service.  Due to certain constraints, a few of the courses described here may 
not be offered every year.  The Counsellors assist students in selecting program majors and 
courses which meet the graduation requirements of the Ministry of Education, as well as satisfy 
individual goals and interests.  
 
Staff, students, and parents share a responsibility to ensure that a suitable program is 
undertaken; however, subject to the school program requirements, final approval rests with 
parents.  Please note that graduation requirements are NOT the same as university entrance 
requirements.  Universities and other post-secondary institutions have differing entrance 
requirements.  Students are responsible for knowing the requirements of the post-secondary 
school of their choice. The Counselling Centre has information about post-secondary 
institutions.  Students should consult with their Counsellor and Career Information Assistant.    

Most of the post-secondary information is available on-line.  

 

COURSE SELECTION  

Students will make their course selections in February 2017 for September 2017.  It is important 
that the course selections are made carefully because course changes will not be allowed after 
October 15, 2017 unless there are medical reasons verified with a doctor’s note why the course 
must be dropped.    
 
WHAT CAN PARENTS DO?  

*Discuss the options with your son/daughter and encourage him/her to explore a full range of 
post-secondary options. Begin gathering information in grades 9 and 10.  Attend course planning 
nights at the school. 
 
*Estimate financial costs and review all available financial options, including student loans, 
bursaries, grants, scholarships, and student earnings from  part-time and summer jobs. 
 
*Call your son/daughter's Counsellor if you have questions about post -secondary education 
options and check the UHill website for career information: (http://uhs.vsb.bc.ca).  
 
*Attend the parent walkabout in September and the parent-teacher night in December. 
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*Note that student course selection choices must be signed off by a parent 
 
WHAT CAN STUDENTS DO?  

*Develop good study habits; remember you are competing only with yourself to meet your 
goals. 

*Read the career bulletin for volunteer opportunities and post-secondary information and check 
your email regularly. 

*Research the career fields you are interested in by looking up the admission requirements of 
post-secondary institutions and attending post-secondary information sessions at the school and 
district career fairs. 

*Talk with your Counsellor about volunteer work. 

*Talk to your counsellor if you are considering applying to an American University. 

*If you are writing the PSAT exam, do so in October of Grade 10 and the SAT exams in the spring 
of Grade 11 -- Do not write all of your SAT exams in the fall of Grade 12  as the maximum 
number of times to attempt SAT12 should be no more than three.  Note that UHill does not offer 
PSAT and SAT exams and you must make your own arrangements.   

*As most Provincial Exams have been eliminated, please check with your counsellor regarding 
specific requirements for the post-secondary institutions you are interested in applying to.    

 

SCHOLARSHIPS & BURSARIES 
SCHOOL ACADEMIC AWARDS CRITERIA 
 

The criteria for all grades are: 
• the only courses counted for academic awards are those courses in which the student is 

enrolled at University Hill 
• minimum 60% in all courses 
• English must count in the calculated average 
• The courses; Community Service 11, Peer Tutoring 11, Library Services 11, Career 

Preparation and Work Experience are not included in the average but are included in the 
course count. 

• an “N” in a course automatically eliminates the student from the Honour Roll 
 
The criteria specific for Grades 8-11  
• must take 8 courses at UHill (exceptions decided by the Principal); the best 7 of these 8 

courses is used to calculate the average 
 
The criteria specific for Grade 12 
• must take 7 courses at UHill (exceptions decided by the Principal); the best 6 of these 7 

courses is used to calculate the average 
• Grad Transitions does not count as a course and is not included in the average 
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A. Term Awards 

A term award will be awarded to one student per grade in each of the following 3 categories in 
each of the three terms. These students are chosen by staff based on the criteria indicated 
below. 
 
 

1. Student of the Term Award 

¶ a student who has good relationships with peers and staff 

¶ a student who makes the class a better place to learn 

¶ a student who is supportive of the learning environment and who helps others when 

appropriate 

¶ a socially responsible student who values education and is a role model to other students 

in the class 

¶ a student with integrity who always tries his/her best and demonstrates a sincere and 

honest approach to learning 

¶ not necessarily the student with the best marks 

 
 

2. Citizenship Award 

¶ a model “citizen” of UHill 

¶ a friendly student with a positive attitude towards learning  

¶ a responsible student with humble and generous character 

¶ a caring leader and role model who demonstrates moral and ethical behaviour  

¶ a helpful student who is involved in and contributes to the school community 

 
 

3. UHill Renaissance Award 

¶ a student who demonstrates exemplary capacity across all aspects of school life 

¶ a student who carries a diverse and rigorous course load 

¶ a student who is wide-reaching in their involvement in a multitude and variety of school 

events, clubs and activities 

¶ a helpful student who contributes to the school community and has a positive impact on 

school culture 
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B. Year End Awards 

 

1. Academic Awards 

The top students in grade 12 receive Certificates of Academic Merit at the Graduation Ceremony 
in June.  These students must have received a minimum of 60% in all courses and have a 90% 
average or higher in all courses. 
 
In order for graduating students to qualify for year-end academic awards, graduating students 
must have been attending University Hill for Grades 11 and 12, and have taken and/or be 
enrolled in at least seven grade 12 courses. The average of the best six Grade 12 marks (for 
Terms 1 & 2 in current year) including English 12 will be used for the calculation for the 
academic award. Exceptions will be made for students enrolled in concurrent studies. 
 

2. Scholarships  

Scholarships are awarded to the top graduating students in June. These awards are provided 
through donations from school fundraising, community service clubs, the U-Hill Support Society, 
the PAC, education associations, and local businesses and professional associations.  
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

The Graduation Program consists of courses at the Grades 10, 11 and 12 levels.  Students in 
Grade 9 must take eight courses of which English, Social Studies, Math, Science, Physical 
Education, Applied Skills and Fine Arts are mandatory.  While most students take a Modern 
Language for their eighth course, it is not required for graduation.  Students must obtain 80 
credits in The Graduation Program in order to receive their Dogwood Diploma as outlined in the 
table below. 

         Required Courses        (52 credits) 
 

 
English 10,11 and 12  

 
 
12 Credits  

Social Studies 10  4 Credits  
Social Studies 11 or  
Civics 11or BC First 
Nations 11  

4 Credits  

Mathematics 11 or 12 
Mathematics 10  

4 Credits  
4 Credits 

Science 10  4 Credits  
Science 11 or 12  4 Credits  
Physical Education 10  4 Credits  
Fine Arts or Applied 
Skills 10, 11 or 12  

4 Credits  

Planning 10  4 Credits  
Grad Transitions  4 Credits  

 
Elective Courses       (28 Credits) 

 
Minimum of 16 credits at the Grade 12 
level (including English 12).  

 

 
Total  80 Credits  

 
 

Post-secondary institutions require students to complete 
specific courses to get into certain programs. All students need 
to keep in mind the requirements of any post-secondary 
programs in which they may be interested. 
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AP - ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
COURSES 

 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT SELECTION CRITERIA: 
 

¶ To apply for any Math or Science AP course, students MUST complete an AP 
application by February 15th, 2017 to be considered for the AP course(s) of their choice. 
Application forms will be available from subject teachers, and on the school website or 
the main office. These application forms should be returned to Mr. Wilkie or Mr. Low. 

¶ Students who wish to enroll in an AP course(s) must also enroll in courses across other 
subject areas. 

¶ Students who wish to take an AP course(s), must be enrolled in a minimum of 7 courses 
at UHill. 

¶ Students MUST have completed the necessary pre-requisite courses as indicated in the 
AP course description(s) in the course planning guide and must have these pre-requisites 
approved by the AP selection committee. 

¶ Students will be ranked and priority will be given to students who have achieved a 
minimum of 86% in the pre-requisite course(s) with no course mark below 60% and a 
minimum average of 86% in the best 6 of 7 courses at UHill. 

 
 

Priority will be given to: 

¶ Students who are involved in extra-curricular activities and show well-roundedness. 

¶ Students who have demonstrated good character, leadership and initiative at UHill. 

¶ Students who show good citizenship through their contribution to the school community. 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT GUIDELINES: 
 

¶ Students may take up to a maximum of 4 AP courses at UHill per year. 

¶ Course Drop Policy: Students wishing to drop an AP course(s) MUST follow regular 

course drop deadlines and guidelines.  
*Deadline to change courses is September 29th, 2017. 

*Any requests to drop courses after September 29th, 2017 will NOT be considered unless 

there are exceptional, extenuating and unforeseen circumstances that have arisen. These 

requests will require application in writing to and approval from the grade administrator. 

¶ Students MUST write the AP exam for each AP course they are enrolled in at UHill in 
order to get credit for that AP course(s). Students who choose to NOT write the AP 
exam(s) will NOT have the “AP” version of the course recorded on their transcript and 
will NOT get credit for the AP course. Students should seriously consider this when 
applying for post-secondary institutions. 

 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
 

¶ Fees: A non-refundable amount of $150 will be charged for each AP exam that a student 

registers for. A non-refundable fee will also be charged for AP Course supplies. Please see 
the specific AP course teacher for amounts. 

¶ Only 1 section of each AP course will be offered in a school year with a maximum of 30 
students per course.  

¶ Students approved for an AP course(s) will be ranked based on the criteria above with 
the first 30 students being registered in the course and the remaining approved students 
put on a waitlist.  

¶ All applications and the resulting selection process including waitlists will be kept 
confidential due to the complexity of factors to be considered. 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES: 
 
 

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 12    AELC- -12  
 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: English 11 or English 11 Enriched 
          
The AP English Literature and Composition course engages students in the careful reading and 
critical analysis of imaginative literature from several genres and historical periods. The course is 
an excellent preparation for post-secondary studies.  Through the close reading of selected 
texts, students deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to develop both 
meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they read, students consider a work’s themes, 
structure, and style, including the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. 
Written assignments are designed to increase the students’ ability to analyze, evaluate, 
compare, and persuade clearly, cogently, and elegantly, their interpretation of a literary work. 
There is an AP exam in May each year.  Registration in this high-level course requires satisfying 
selection criteria of the school, including proof of a high-level of achievement in English 10 and 
11 courses.  
 
Students who achieve a 4 or 5 in this course will be eligible for advanced credit in First Year 
English at many colleges and universities. 
 

 

AP CALCULUS 12 AB        ACAL-12 
 

Prerequisite Required: Pre-Calculus 11 with a minimum grade of 86%, Pre-Calculus 12 (Or to 

be taken concurrently) 

A supplement AP application form is required. 
 
AP Calculus AB consists of a full high school academic year of work and is comparable to calculus 
courses in colleges and universities.  Students are expected to write the AP Calculus AB exam 
and it is highly recommended that those wishing to take AP Calculus 12 AB be very strong in 
Mathematics.  Those who are taking Pre-Calculus 12 concurrently must have a strong 
understanding of trigonometry and logarithms.  Priority will be given to those who have taken a 
full year of Pre-Calculus 11. 
 
Most of the year will be devoted to differential and integral calculus.  Topics include: Functions, 
Graphs, and Limits, Concept of Derivatives, Derivatives at a Point, Derivative as a function, 
Second Derivatives, Applications of Derivatives, Computation of Derivatives, Interpretations and 
Properties of Definite Integrals, Application of Integrals, Fundamental Theorem of Calculus, 
Techniques of Antidifferentiation, Applications of Antidifferentiation, and Numerical 
Approximations to Definite Integrals.  A graphing calculator is required. 
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BIOLOGY 11 PRE-AP        MBI- -11ENR 
 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Science 10, Application Form Submitted 
A supplement AP application form is required. 
 

This course is similar to an enriched Biology 11 curriculum, however it will take a more 
laboratory intensive, inquiry-based study of how living organisms evolve and interact with their 
environment.  This course is designed for students planning to enter AP Biology 12 and write the 
AP Biology exam.  It is strongly recommended that Chemistry 11 precede or be taken 
concurrently with Biology 11 Pre AP.  A laboratory notebook must be kept and will be worth 20% 
of the grade. 
 
Biology AP is divided into four Big ideas and seven Scientific Practices.  This course will cover two 
Big Ideas and start developing students’ Scientific Practices. Topics used to cover these ideas 
include: Evolution, Immunology, Cell Systems, Ecology, Plant and Animal Systems. 

 
 
AP BIOLOGY 12         ABIO-12  
 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Biology 11 Pre AP, Application Form Submitted 
A supplement AP application form is required. 
 

This course is the continuation of Biology 11 Pre AP and students are expected to know the 
curriculum and laboratory experiments from Biology 11 Pre AP.  It is strongly recommended that 
student complete Chemistry 11 preceding this course.  Students are expected to write the AP 
Biology exam.  As in Biology 11 Pre AP, a laboratory notebook must be kept and will be worth 
20% of the grade. 
 
This course will explore the final two Big Ideas and offer students more time to use their 
Scientific Practices.  Topics used to cover this material include: Biochemistry, Ecology, Mendelian 
Genetics, Mitosis and Meiosis, the Endocrine and Nervous System. 
 
AP Biology 12 students write the AP Biology exam in May. 
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CHEMISTRY 11 PRE-AP            MCH- -11ENR  
 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Science 10, Application Form Submitted 
A supplement AP application form is required. 
 
This course is similar to an enriched Chemistry 11 curriculum, however it will take a more 
laboratory intensive, inquiry-based study of how the macroscale (the scale at which they 
observe phenomena) to the nanoscale (the scale at which atoms and molecules interact).  
Students demonstrate that they have made these connections symbolically, graphically, and 
mathematically throughout the year.  This course is designed for students planning to enter AP 
Chemistry 12 and write the AP Chemistry exam.  A laboratory notebook must be kept and will be 
worth 20% of the grade. 
 
The concepts are organized around chemical principles called big ideas that include the 
following topics:  Atoms, Reactions and Stoichiometry, Chemical Energy and Thermodynamics, 
Atomic and Molecular Structure, Gases and Intermolecular Forces. 

 
 
AP CHEMISTRY 12          ACHE-12  
 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Chemistry 11 Pre AP, Application Form Submitted 
A supplement AP application form is required. 
 
This course is the continuation of Chemistry 11 Pre AP and students are expected to know the 
curriculum and laboratory experiments from Chemistry 11 Pre AP. Students are expected to 
write the AP Chemistry exam.   As in Chemistry 11 Pre AP, a laboratory notebook must be kept 
and will be worth 20% of the grade. 
 
The primary goal of AP Chemistry is for students to connect the macroscale (the scale at which 
they observe phenomena) to the nanoscale (the scale at which atoms and molecules interact). 
Students demonstrate that they have made these connections symbolically, graphically, and 
mathematically throughout the year.  
 
The concepts covered include: Kinetics, General and Solubility Equilibria, Acid-Base Equilibria, 
and Reactions Involving Electron Transfer. 
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AP PHYSICS 1         APHH-11 
 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Science 10, Pre-Calculus 11.  Application Form Submitted. 
(Pre-Calculus 11 may be taken concurrently) 
A supplement AP application form is required. 
 
It is recommended that Pre-Calculus 11 precede or be taken concurrently with AP Physics 1.  The 
student should also be competent in math and physics at the grade 10 level.  This is a 
mathematically intensive course, to develop the student’s understanding of the physical world 
through lectured discussions, and inquiry-based activities.  Students develop critical thinking and 
reasoning skills and apply these skills to solving physics problems in one and two-dimensions.   
 
This course includes: Newtonian Mechanics (kinematics, dynamics, circular motion and 
gravitation, equilibrium, rotational motion), Work, Energy, Power, Mechanical Waves and 
Sound, Simple Circuitry 
 
Each year, students participate in Physics Day at the PNE. 
 
Students write the AP Physics 1 exam in May.  Upon successful completion of the course they 
will continue with AP Physics 2 the year after. 

 
 
AP PHYSICS 2         APHH-12 
 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: AP Physics 1, Application Form Submitted. 
Recommended: Pre-Calculus 12 (To be taken concurrently) 
A supplemental AP application form is required. 
 
This course is the continuation of AP Physics 1 and students are expected to know the 
curriculum and laboratory experiments from AP Physics 1.  This is a mathematically intensive 
course to develop the student’s understanding of the physical world through lectured discussion 
and inquiring based-activities. Students develop critical thinking skills and apply these skills to 
solving problems in two and three-dimensions.   
 
This course includes: Fluid Mechanics, Thermodynamics and Kinetic Theory, Electrostatics and 
Circuits with Capacitors, Electromagnetism, Optics, Quantum, Atomic and Nuclear Physics. 
 
Each year, students participate in a tour of TRIUMF, the National Laboratory for Particle and 
Nuclear Physics.  
 
AP Physics 2 students write the AP Physics 2 exam in May. 
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AP ECONOMICS-MICROECONOMICS 12     AMI- -12 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: none, open to all in Gr 11 &12 
 
AP Economics- Microeconomics will be offered for the first time at University Hill.  Students will 
apply and may be granted entrance based on criteria established by the AP Committee.  It is 
expected that AP Macroeconomics will be offered on alternate years.  Microeconomics will focus 
on the principles of economics that apply to the functions of individual economic decision-
makers. The course also develops students’ familiarity with the operation of product and factor 
markets, distributions of income, market failure, and the role of government in promoting 
greater efficiency and equity in the economy. Students learn to use graphs, charts, and data to 
analyze, describe, and explain economic concepts.  

 
 
AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 12       AHG- -12 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Socials 11 
 
By understanding how human population has changed over time, students can better 
understand the reasons for and effects of current geographic patterns in population. Study of 
population theories, models, and problems will show students the widespread effect that 
human population growth and decline has on people throughout world. The course will take the 
student through an understanding of global patterns in population concerns including in-
migration, outmigration, city growth and population density. Human geography looks at the 
factors that influence human settlement patterns including language, culture, ethnicity and 
other factors. The course will also examine the factors that contribute to the development of a 
country’s infrastructure. This will include an analysis of the United Nations standards for 
development and human rights and concerns. Political geography will be discussed and analyzed 
in the context of human conflict. This course is AP credited and approved. Textbook and/or 
workbook will be discussed at a later date. 
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AP MUSIC THEORY        AMU- -12 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: none, open to all in GR 11 &12                                                                                
*Strongly recommended: basic performance skills in reading music notation in voice or on an 
instrument. 
  
The Advanced Placement Program enables willing and academically prepared students to pursue 
college-level studies with the opportunity to earn college credit, advanced placement, or both 
while still in high school.  The ultimate goal of the AP Music Theory course is to develop a 
student’s ability to recognize, understand, and describe the basic materials and processes of 
music that are heard or presented in a score.  The curriculum introduces ear training, sight-
singing, theory, musical materials, and procedures, and will integrate aspects of melody, 
harmony, texture, rhythm, form, musical analysis, elementary composition.  Musicianship skills 
such as dictation, sight-singing, keyboard harmony, reading and writing music notation, 
fundamentals of first-year University will be covered.  Music Theory is primarily a non-
performance class, but students will be expected to become proficient in ear training and sight-
singing as a means to learn about music notation, intervals, harmonies and rhythmic patterns.   

 
 
 

AP STUDIO ART 12: 2-DIMENSIONAL DESIGN, 3-DIMENSIONAL DESIGN,  ASAD-12 
AND DRAWING AND PAINTING 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: none, open to all in Gr 11 &12 
 
The Advanced Placement Program enables willing and academically prepared students to pursue 
college-level studies — with the opportunity to earn college/university credit, advanced 
placement, or both — while still in high school. The AP Studio Art portfolios are designed for 
students who are seriously interested in the practical experience of art. Students submit 
portfolios for evaluation at the end of each Term. The AP Studio Art Program consists of three 
portfolios — 2-D Design, 3-D Design, and Drawing and Painting— corresponding to the most 
common college/university foundation courses. Students may choose to submit any or all of the 
portfolios. Students will create a body of work to demonstrate the artistic skills and ideas they 
have developed, refined, and applied over the course of the year to produce visual 
compositions. 

Although there is no prerequisite for AP Studio Art 12, prior experience in studio art courses that 
address conceptual, technical, and critical thinking skills can support student success in the AP 
Studio Art Program.  Students who register for the course will be reviewed by an AP Selection 
Committee before being accepted into the program.  

AP Studio Art students work with diverse media, styles, subjects, and content. Students’ work is 
informed and guided by observation, research, experimentation, discussion, critical analysis, and 
reflection, relating individual practices to the art world. Students are asked to document their 
artistic ideas and practices to demonstrate conceptual and technical development over time. 
The AP Studio Art Program supports students in becoming inventive artistic scholars who 
contribute to visual culture through art making. 
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APPLIED DESIGN, SKILLS 

AND TECHNOLOGY 

 
The Applied Design, Skills and Technology Department has four components: 
Business Education; Information Technology; Home Economics and Technical 
Studies. 
 
 

(I) BUSINESS EDUCATION 
 

 
INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGIES MADIT09 
 
This course is designed to introduce Grade 9 students to coding with HTML.  No platform 
will be used.  It will include HTML5, CSS and Java Script.  Each student will design, code and 
verify their own web page. 
 
 
 

KEYBOARDING 11  YBMO-1C 
 
The purpose of this course is to develop keyboarding proficiency as a personal life skill and as a 
foundation for career development. The course is designed to improve keyboarding, formatting, 
proofreading, and editing skills. The students will be introduced to personal and business 
applications and encouraged to use their keyboarding skills in other curricular areas. Research 
has shown that keyboarding increases performance in reading, spelling, grammar, punctuation, 
and creative writing; as a result, keyboarding is a communication skill essential in today's 
computer oriented society. 
 

 
ACCOUNTING 11 MAC- -11 
 
Students need financial, economic, and consumer skills to survive in our complex society. This 
course is designed as an introduction to accounting concepts for those seeking entry level 
employment skills or a career in Accounting/Business/Commerce. 
 

 
ACCOUNTING 12 MACC- -12 
 
This course enables students to use industry standard computer software and systems to 
analyze and solve accounting problems, building toward a future career in 
Accounting/Business/Commerce. 



Course Planning Book 2017- 2018                                                              P a g e  | 17 

 

 

 

 

 
BUSINESS COMPUTER APPLICATIONS 11 MBCA-11 
 
This course is designed to provide an opportunity for students to develop skills in the following 
areas: keyboarding, word processing, databases, spreadsheets, desktop publishing and web 
page design. Industry standard software will be emphasized. Each of these areas will focus on 
developing critical thinking and problem-solving with a business entrepreneurial emphasis. 
 

 
DATA MANAGEMENT 12  MDM- -12 
 
This course allows students to demonstrate proficiency in using industry standard software and 
the Internet to accomplish advanced business tasks. It will also include designing and delivering 
presentations. Students will be expected to be proficient in word processing, spreadsheets, 
database, desktop publishing and Internet use at the beginning of the course. 
 

 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 12         MENT-12 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: none, open to all in Gr 11 &12 
 
This course allows students to develop and demonstrate their entrepreneurial spirit, 
characteristics and work ethic.  A well-developed interest in business and self-employment are 
required.  Students will be responsible for developing and implementing a number of business 
ventures through-out the course of the year. 
 
 

ECONOMICS 12 MEC- -12 
 
Economics 12 fills the admission requirements for local universities such as SFU and UBC. 
Students will learn how the economy works from both a macro and micro economic perspective. 
In addition to economic concepts, students will also be taught how to put together and conduct 
business presentations, formal business reports, and to think critically. Topics will include: 
Government policies, Price controls, Supply and Demand, the Canadian and Global economy, 
Finance, the Stock Market, and current business news and trends. 
 
 

AP ECONOMICS-MICROECONOMICS 12     AMI- -12 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: none, open to all Gr 11 & 12 
 
AP Economics- Microeconomics will be offered for the first time at University Hill.  Students will 
apply and may be granted entrance based on criteria established by the AP Committee.  
Microeconomics will focus on the principles of economics that apply to the functions of 
individual economic decision-makers. The course also develops students’ familiarity with the 
operation of product and factor markets, distributions of income, market failure, and the role of 
government in promoting greater efficiency and equity in the economy. Students learn to use 
graphs, charts, and data to analyze, describe, and explain economic concepts.  
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(II) INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 

 
 
BA COMPUTER AND INFORMATION SCIENCES 10A YCAIS0A 
 
This is an introductory level course intended to expose students to computer technology. It will 
examine elementary aspects of computer architecture, terminology, and applications suitable 
for personal use such as databases, spreadsheets, and web pages. It will permit students to 
develop basic programming skills. The students will develop planning, organizational, and 
communication skills using relevant technology, as well as problem solving and basic 
programming skills. 
 
 
 

COMPUTER INFORMATION SYSTEMS 11                                                  MICTS11 
 
The challenge for students and teachers in Information Technology today is to develop an 
understanding of the fundamentals of information literacy and the tools required to prepare for, 
and participate in, an evolving information-based society. Four main areas will be considered: 
programming (using an object oriented language and HTML), networks, electronic 
communications (using a variety of software applications including multimedia). 
 

 
 
COMPUTER INFORMATION SYSTEMS 12                                                 MICTS12 
 
Information Technology 12 is an extension of MICTS11. Students will be asked to solve 
increasingly complex problems using the skills introduced in MICTS11 and further developed in 
MICTS12. These include programming, web page design, network and multimedia skills. 
Software and hardware will vary each year depending on available resources. 
 

 
 
COMPUTER PROGRAMMING 12                                                               MICTP12  
 
Students will learn a variety of programming languages and structures. This course is designed 
for students interested in a career in programming. 
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(III) HOME ECONOMICS 
 
 
 
EXPLORATIONS 9 – HOME ECONOMICS   MADFS09 
 
This course is designed to introduce grade 9 students to Home Economics design and textiles 
and foods and nutrition.  It will include lab work where students will complete a variety of textile 
and food projects.  Each student will participate in individual and group practical work. 
 
JUNIOR FOODS    
FOODS 10   MFDN-10 
FOODS 11   MFDN-11 
 
Junior Foods is open to any student in Grade 10 or 11. Students will learn to prepare a wide 
selection of foods to enable them to assemble quick and nutritious meals. Practical work will 
include: flour mixtures and baking, pasta, rice, protein foods, cheese and milk, eggs, fruits and 
vegetable. Students will prepare a variety of breakfast, lunch, and dinner dishes.  
Note that this course may only be taken once: either in Grade 10 or in Grade 11. 

 

SENIOR FOODS 

FOODS 11   MFDN-11 
FOODS 12   MFDN-12 
 
Students will increase their knowledge and skills in Senior Foods and Nutrition.  More advanced 
techniques and skills in the lab will be developed.  Practical work will include: preservation, 
seasonal and festive foods, protein cookery, yeast breads and staple foods.  Students will 
complete theory on nutrition, healthy life styles, and cultural foods.  To finish the year a "Foods 
Around The World" Project will be done.  Students will use advanced food preparation 
techniques, equipment and terminology and apply time management to meal planning.  A 
variety of group and independently planned labs will be carried out with nutrition and food 
preparation skills emphasized. Note that this course may only be taken once: either in Grade 11 
or in Grade 12. 

 
TEXTILES 10 MTXT-10 
TEXTILES 11 MTXT-11 
TEXTILES 12 MTXT-12 
 
Open to any student in Grade 10 to 12. Students will be able to plan and make a variety of textile 
items using commercial patterns.  They will be able to demonstrate safe and appropriate use of 
tools and equipment to produce these items.  A minimum of one project will be required, with 
an emphasis based on techniques (5 per project). Materials will be required. 
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(IV) TECHNICAL STUDIES 
 
 
 
ADST9 – METALWORK AND JEWELLERY MADM-09 
JEWELLERY 11 YIA- -1AJ 
JEWELLERY 12 YIA- -2AJ 
 
This course will introduce students to a variety of jewellery making techniques.  These 
techniques may include but are not limited to beading, wire work, casting, and metal 
smithing/fabrication.  The design process will also be part of the course.  A variety of materials 
may be used such as silver, copper, aluminum, jems, beads and wire. 
 
 
 

 
GENERAL EXPLORATIONS 9 (TECHNOLOGY)     MADGE09 

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 10       MTEG-10 
 
Students will get hands on experience in designing and building projects. They will have the 
opportunity to work with a variety of materials, tools and equipment. This course may also 
explore drafting, electronics and robotics. The skills developed will help students in their future 
studies, especially in areas such as drafting and design, and engineering. Projects may include 
designing and building a robot (VEX or Lego), a design project using a CADD program, egg car, 
metal picture frame, key fob, wooden whistle, electronic circuit, gumball machine, etc. 
 
 
 

DRAFTING AND DESIGN 11       MDD- -11 
DRAFTING AND DESIGN 12       MDD- -12 
 
Students will be taught basic drafting and design. They will apply this knowledge to planning and 
problem solving in order to complete various assignments. The assignments will help develop 
their creative/critical thinking skills, understanding of the design process and how to graphically 
represent their designs. Students will also have the opportunity to develop skills in the use of 
computer aided drafting and design programs such as Sketchup, AutoCad and Revit. Topics 
covered may include architecture, interior design, furniture design, mechanical design etc. 
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ENGINEERING 11         YERT-1A 
ENGINEERING 12         YERT-2A 
 
This course is designed for students who plan to pursue engineering and/or applied science 
related careers. This course will explore engineering design basics, a variety of construction 
techniques using various materials tools and equipment, and incorporate some drafting and 
possibly CADD work. Their problem solving skills will be developed through hands-on project 
design challenges. Projects may include a trebuchet, model bridge, pendulum golf, wind 
powered boat, mousetrap car, compressed air rocket etc. In addition, students may have the 
opportunity to design, build and program a robot. 
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ENGLISH 

 

The Humanities programs, English and Social Studies, strive to achieve the 
following goals: global thinking and problem solving, the application of skills to 
content, the development of skills to master content, and the understanding of 
the inter-relationship of content areas. 

 

ENGLISH 9          MEN- -09 
  
English 9 continues to develop the skills practiced in English 8. Students will develop strong 
communication skills, an understanding and appreciation of language and literature, and the 
capacity to engage fully as literate and responsible citizens in a digital age. Students are guided 
in learning to think critically, creatively, and reflectively; to construct a sense of personal and 
cultural identity; and to be respectful of a range of perspectives and worldviews. Various 
learning formats are used such as modified workshops, small groups, and whole class 
instruction.  In particular, students learn and practice different phases of the writing process, 
including prewriting, drafting, peer response, revising, editing and publishing.  A variety of 
literature, teacher and student selected, is used to develop initial and critical responses helping 
students to relate reading to writing and to develop appropriate and characteristic styles.  
Opportunities are also provided throughout the year to learn and practice language usage and 
critical thinking through speaking and listening. 
 
 

ENGLISH 10          MEN- -10 

 
English 10 is designed for students who are interested in the academic study of literature and in 
developing their skills in written communication in a variety of contexts. The course allows 
students to explore specific themes, periods, authors, or areas of the world through literary 
works in a variety of media and to think critically as they explore, extend, and refine their 
writing. Students will increase their literacy skills through close reading of appropriately 
challenging texts and will work individually and collaboratively to explore and create coherent, 
purposeful compositions.   
 
In this course, students will expand their development as educated global citizens, develop 
balance and broaden their understanding of themselves and the world, and develop higher-level 
thinking and learning skills Students will examine and write in a variety of forms and modes for 
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specific audiences and specific disciplines, will practice planning, drafting, and editing processes, 
and will learn to cite sources, and consider the credibility, quality and reliability of evidence.   
This 4 credit course builds on skills learned in English 9 and is designed to provide an 
introduction to English 11 (4 credits).   
 

ENGLISH 10 ENRICHED - CREATIVE WRITING AND NEW MEDIA       MEN- -10ENR 
 
English 10 - Creative Writing and New Media is designed for students who have an interest in 
creative expression through language and through digital literacy.  The course provides students 
with in-depth opportunities to become better writers through the exploration of personal and 
cultural identities, memories, and stories in a wide range of genres. This course reflects the 
changing role of technology in today’s society and the importance of digital media in 
communication.  Within a supportive community of writers, students will collaborate and 
develop their skills through writing and design processes. This course is intentionally grounded in 
the exploration and application of writing processes, inviting students to express themselves 
creatively as they experiment with, reflect on, extend, and refine their writing and digital 
communication skills.  
 
In this course, students will demonstrate understanding and communicate ideas through a 
variety of digital and print media. In addition to more traditional literature, students will read, 
analyze and practice contemporary creative forms, such as slam poetry, oratory, rap, drama, 
song, graphic novels, creative non-fiction, historical fiction, poetry, song lyrics and multimodal 
creative forms that combine visual, written, and oral texts.  They will develop creative writing, 
journalism, and publishing skills through various media. 
 
This course has both a reading and writing component and gives 4 credits for English 10 and is 
designed to provide an introduction to English 11 Enriched -Creative Writing (4 credits). 
 
 

ENGLISH 11           MEN- -11 
 
English 11 builds on skills learned in English 10 and allows students to delve more deeply into 
literature. Students can explore specific themes, periods, authors, or areas of the world through 
literary works (fiction and non-fiction) in a variety of media. In this course, students will increase 
their literacy skills through close reading of appropriately challenging texts, enhance their 
development of the English Language Arts skills, both expressive and receptive, expand their 
development as educated global citizens, develop balance and broaden their understanding of 
themselves and the world, and will further develop higher-level thinking and learning skills.   
 
This 4 credit course builds on and complements skills learned in English 10. 
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ENGLISH 11 ENRICHED - CREATIVE WRITING   MEN- - 11ENR 
 
English 11 Enriched - Creative Writing is designed for students who are interested in using 
writing for self-expression and various creative purposes. Here the emphasis will be on stylistics, 
critical analysis, creative writing, timed writing and a broad breadth of literature inclusive of a 
summer reading agenda prior to entering the course. This course is strongly recommended to 
students who are considering taking any AP courses offered within the English department.  The 
course provides students with in-depth opportunities to become better writers through the 
exploration of personal and cultural identities, memories, and stories in a wide range of genres. 
Within a supportive community, students will collaborate and develop their skills through 
writing and design processes. This course is grounded in the exploration and application of 
writing processes, inviting students to express themselves creatively as they experiment with, 
reflect on, extend, and refine their writing.  
 
This 4 credit course builds on and complements skills learned in English 10 Enriched - Creative 
Writing and New Media. 
 
 
 

ENGLISH 12          MEN- -12 
4 credits required for graduation 
 
English 12 course represents “essential learning” in language arts, including reading and writing, 
speaking and listening, viewing and representing. It is designed to provide BC graduates with the 
literacy skills and competencies required for success in further education, in careers, and in 
everyday life. Using oral, written, visual and digital texts, students will individually and 
collaboratively improve their comprehension of a wide variety of genres, will construct 
meaningful connections between self, text and world, will think critically, creatively and 
reflectively to explore ideas within, between, and beyond texts.  Students will also develop 
appropriate written and oral language skills in order to eloquently and effectively express 
themselves on a variety of topics.   
 
This 4 credit course builds on and complements skills learned in English 10 and 11 courses.   
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AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 12                                      AELC-12 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: English 11 or English 11 Enriched      
  
The AP English Literature and Composition course engages students in the careful reading and 
critical analysis of imaginative literature from several genres and historical periods. The course is 
an excellent preparation for post-secondary studies.  Through the close reading of selected 
texts, students deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to develop both 
meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they read, students consider a work’s themes, 
structure, and style, including the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. 
Written assignments are designed to increase the students’ ability to analyze, evaluate, 
compare, and persuade clearly, cogently, and elegantly, their interpretation of a literary work. 
There is an AP exam in May each year.  Registration in this high-level course requires satisfying 
selection criteria of the school, including proof of a high-level of achievement in English 10 and 
11 courses.  
 
Students who achieve a 4 or 5 in this course will be eligible for advanced credit in First Year 
English at many colleges and universities. 
 
  

WRITING 12          MWR- -12 
Pre-Requisite Course: English 11 or English 11 Enriched 
 
Creative writing 12 is designed for Grade 12 students who like reading widely and writing 
regularly and who have already completed ELA 11 - Creative Writing or English 11.  Students will 
have the opportunity to write in a variety of forms – personal essays, poetry, short plays, short 
stories, and journals. Students taking the course are encouraged to participate in the “New 
Shoots” Creative Writing Workshop sponsored jointly by UBC Creative Writing Department and 
the Vancouver School Board.  Also, throughout the year there will be some field trips to special 
events and there may be occasional guest appearances at the school by local writers. 
 
This elective course may be taken in addition to either of the required English 12 courses - 
English 12 or AP English Literature and Composition 12. 
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ANNUAL DESIGN 10                                                                    YCCT-0C 
ANNUAL DESIGN 11                                                 YCCT-1C 
ANNUAL DESIGN 12    YCCT-2C 
                                                                                
Students may apply to Annual Design in Grades 10, 11, and 12 where they will learn the process 
of organizing, designing, and producing a yearbook. In Grade 10, students will have the 
opportunity to take on a different role for each term; photographer, photo editor, and 
marketing/communications. Students will learn to use DEO, a simplified version 
of InDesign software and Photoshop; they will have access to DSLR cameras to document school 
life and events. In Grade 11, students have the option of working as a photographer, photo 
editor, or marketing/communications specialist. Students continue to work on DEO software. In 
Grade 12, students will have the chance to take on a leadership role as an editor in any of the 
three areas. Students should be motivated and able to work in a team as well as 
independently. This course has limited enrollment and therefore requires an application process 
where students are selected by a staff yearbook committee.      
 
 
 

ELL COMMUNICATIONS LEVEL 1                                                                XLDCE10C01 
ELL COMMUNICATIONS LEVEL 2                                                                 XLDCE10C02 
  
The aim of these multi-level courses is to prepare students from integration into the mainstream 
academic program with regards to oral competency, reading comprehension and writing skills.  
Students will practice grammar and reading comprehension strategies and skills, and will also 
focus on developing speaking and listening comprehension in a variety of contexts. With an 
emphasis on oral fluency, students engage in activities such as role-play, oral presentations, 
interviews, and dramatic presentations in a cooperative and supportive setting. Students are 
also encouraged to practice pronunciation, stress and intonation to increase confidence and to 
promote functional competence in English for academic purposes across many disciplines.  
Through all forms of communication, they will increase their knowledge of global cultures and 
cross-cultural intelligence. 
  

ELL ENGLISH LEVEL 1                                                                                       XLDCE10EN1 
ELL ENGLISH LEVEL 2                                                                                       XLDCE10EN2 
  
These multi-level courses are designed to develop students' English proficiency in all areas of 
language focusing on grammar, vocabulary development, reading comprehension, and the 
appreciation of literature written in English.  Students learn and practice the skills and 
vocabulary specific to the study of academic English and will begin to develop different phases of 
the writing process, including prewriting, drafting, peer response, revising, editing and 
publishing.  A variety of appropriately challenging literature, is used to develop academic 
understanding and to help students to relate reading to writing.  Students will also learn writing 
styles specific to English classes, such as Literary paragraphs and analysis, creative stories, 
poetry, scripts, and personal writing. 
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ENGLISH LEARNING CENTRE                                                                           XLDCE10ELC 
  
The aim of ELC is to continue to develop skills learned in ELL Communications and to assist 
students to improve and become more proficient in their use and understanding of the English 
language as they transition into English 8, 9, 10, 11 or 12. Students will work on developing their 
skills, and expressing themselves, in a variety of situations and forms, particularly in speaking 
and writing. Students will be given the opportunity for personal and intellectual growth through 
speaking, reading, writing, viewing, and representing. The goal of ELC is for students to reach a 
level of English language proficiency that will help them meet the expected learning outcomes of 
the Provincial Curriculum. 
  
Throughout the year, students will be studying, practicing, and improving their vocabulary, 
sentence structure, grammar and usage, capitalization, punctuation, summarizing texts in their 
own words, note-taking, paragraph and essay structure, reading comprehension, as well as their 
oral speaking skills. Please note: All ELL students will be expected to complete at least one year 
of ELC to improve their language skills once they transition out of ELL English and 
Communications classes.  
 
 
 

ENGLISH 10 TRANSITIONAL      MEN- -10TRN 
 
This is a course for students making the transition from ELL English to regular English.  English 10 
Transitional is designed to assist ELL learners in developing their reading comprehension, and 
oral language skills, and to support them in developing and refining their skills in written 
communication in a variety of contexts. Through the study of appropriately challenging texts, 
students will improve comprehension and will learn to think critically as they explore, extend, 
and refine their writing, and for opportunities for performance and public speaking. Within a 
supportive community, students will individually and collaboratively study, create and use 
language to explore and create coherent, purposeful compositions in a variety of modes. They 
will develop their craft through processes of drafting, reflecting, and revising to build a body of 
work that demonstrates breadth, depth, and evidence of writing for a range of situations.  They 
will further develop the spoken language skills that are increasingly necessary in everyday, 
educational, and professional contexts.  
 
This 4 credit ELL course is designed to prepare and support transitional ELL students in 
developing the foundational skills needed for the academic rigor of grade 11 and 12 English 
Language Arts courses.  Students who are successful in this course will receive credit for English 
10.  Students must be placed in this course by the ELL and English departments based on English 
proficiency observed in ELL Communications level 2 and ELL English level 2. 
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ELL- ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

LEARNING  

The English Language Learners program strives to achieve the following goals:  
to develop students' English proficiency in speaking, listening, reading 
comprehension and writing. ELL courses support student progress through the 
stages of language development, from beginning English language acquisition 
to transitioning into English 9-12 classes. 
 
 

ELL COMMUNICATIONS LEVEL 1                                                                XLDCE10C01 
ELL COMMUNICATIONS LEVEL 2                                                                 XLDCE10C02 
  
The aim of these multi-level courses is to prepare students from integration into the mainstream 
academic program with regards to oral competency, reading comprehension and writing skills.  
Students will practice grammar and reading comprehension strategies and skills, and will also 
focus on developing speaking and listening comprehension in a variety of contexts. With an 
emphasis on oral fluency, students engage in activities such as role-play, oral presentations, 
interviews, and dramatic presentations in a cooperative and supportive setting. Students are 
also encouraged to practice pronunciation, stress and intonation to increase confidence and to 
promote functional competence in English for academic purposes across many disciplines.  
Through all forms of communication, they will increase their knowledge of global cultures and 
cross-cultural intelligence. 
  
 

ELL ENGLISH LEVEL 1                                                                                       XLDCE10EN1 
ELL ENGLISH LEVEL 2                                                                                       XLDCE10EN2 
  
These multi-level courses are designed to develop students' English proficiency in all areas of 
language focusing on grammar, vocabulary development, reading comprehension, and the 
appreciation of literature written in English.  Students learn and practice the skills and 
vocabulary specific to the study of academic English and will begin to develop different phases of 
the writing process, including prewriting, drafting, peer response, revising, editing and 
publishing.  A variety of appropriately challenging literature, is used to develop academic 
understanding and to help students to relate reading to writing.  Students will also learn writing 
styles specific to English classes, such as Literary paragraphs and analysis, creative stories, 
poetry, scripts, and personal writing. 
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ENGLISH LEARNING CENTRE                                                                           XLDCE10ELC 
  
The aim of ELC is to continue to develop skills learned in ELL Communications and to assist 
students to improve and become more proficient in their use and understanding of the English 
language as they transition into English 8, 9, 10, 11 or 12. Students will work on developing their 
skills, and expressing themselves, in a variety of situations and forms, particularly in speaking 
and writing. Students will be given the opportunity for personal and intellectual growth through 
speaking, reading, writing, viewing, and representing. The goal of ELC is for students to reach a 
level of English language proficiency that will help them meet the expected learning outcomes of 
the Provincial Curriculum. 
  
Throughout the year, students will be studying, practicing, and improving their vocabulary, 
sentence structure, grammar and usage, capitalization, punctuation, summarizing texts in their 
own words, note-taking, paragraph and essay structure, reading comprehension, as well as their 
oral speaking skills. Please note: All ELL students will be expected to complete at least one year 
of ELC to improve their language skills once they transition out of ELL English and 
Communications classes.  
 
 
 

ENGLISH 10 TRANSITIONAL      MEN- -10TRN 
 
This is a course for students making the transition from ELL English to regular English.  English 10 
Transitional is designed to assist ELL learners in developing their reading comprehension, and 
oral language skills, and to support them in developing and refining their skills in written 
communication in a variety of contexts. Through the study of appropriately challenging texts, 
students will improve comprehension and will learn to think critically as they explore, extend, 
and refine their writing, and for opportunities for performance and public speaking. Within a 
supportive community, students will individually and collaboratively study, create and use 
language to explore and create coherent, purposeful compositions in a variety of modes. They 
will develop their craft through processes of drafting, reflecting, and revising to build a body of 
work that demonstrates breadth, depth, and evidence of writing for a range of situations.  They 
will further develop the spoken language skills that are increasingly necessary in everyday, 
educational, and professional contexts.  
 
This 4 credit ELL course is designed to prepare and support transitional ELL students in 
developing the foundational skills needed for the academic rigor of grade 11 and 12 English 
Language Arts courses.  Students who are successful in this course will receive credit for English 
10.  Students must be placed in this course by the ELL and English departments based on English 
proficiency observed in ELL Communications level 2 and ELL English level 2. 
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ELL SOCIAL STUDIES LEVEL 1                  XLDCE10SS1 
ELL SOCIAL STUDIES LEVEL 2                  XLDCE10SS2 
 

This course is designed to help students learn the content of Grade 8/9 Social Studies as well as 
the skills and vocabulary required for successful entry into grade level Social Studies courses. 
Topics include Canadian and European history, geography, and the cultural composition of Cana-
dian society.  

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 10 TRANSITIONAL         MSS- -10TRN 

This is a course for students making the transition from ELL Socials to Socials 11.  The course will 
follow the Socials 10 curriculum. This course is eligible for Socials 10 credits.   
 

 

ELL SCIENCE          XLDCE10SC 

Students will study scientific concepts in topics including biology, chemistry, physics and earth 
science. The emphasis will be to learn the science laboratory skills and to develop English 
Language skills required for grade level Science courses. 

 

 

ELL PHYSICAL EDUCATION 9        MPE- -09ELL  
ELL PHYSICAL EDUCATION 10       MPE- -10ELL 
 
For the reception level ELL student.  This course is designed to allow skills and health related 
components of PE to be practiced in a safe and encouraging way while allowing students to 
acquire the “language” of Physical Education.   
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FINE ARTS 

 

University Hill takes pride in our Fine Arts program.  Art, Music and Theatre 
combine to deliver an outstanding program of Fine Arts for the benefit of our 
school and community.   
 
 
 

 

(I)  MUSIC 
 
 

U Hill’s high-powered Music program of Chamber Choir, Concert choir, Senior and 
Intermediate Wind Orchestra attends district concerts, local festivals and performs 
on tour internationally as well as does workshops and weekend retreats 
throughout the year!  Students will benefit from developing competency in 
problem solving, literacy in music, expressive skills, independence, self-motivation, 
discipline, confidence and co-operation. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MUSIC 9                 MMU--09  
CONCERT CHOIR 9              MMU--09CC  
CONCERT CHOIR 10          MMCC-10 
CONCERT CHOIR 11          MCMCC11 
CONCERT CHOIR 12                                  MCMCC12 
 
*Pre-Requisite: motivation and interest in singing 
 
Students choosing to sing in Concert Choir learn musicianship, effective vocal production, ear 
training, and sight reading. The class surveys and studies all aspects of serious choral literature in 
all styles. Concert and sectional attendance are part of the course. This experience is open to 
any student who wishes to work in a singing ensemble at the school.  Leadership opportunities 
exist for advanced singers.  Students are expected to wear uniforms for performance and attend 
a yearly retreat.  Students receive choir credit according to their grade. 
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CHAMBER CHOIR 9                             MMU—9CH1 
CHAMBER CHOIR 10                            YVPA – 0C  
CHAMBER CHOIR 11                            YVPA – 1C 
CHAMBER CHOIR 12                            YVPA – 2C 
  
*Recommended: previous choral singing experience strongly recommended 
*Pre-Requisite: Audition required or permission of teacher 
Please Note: This is an early morning 7:30 am class. 
 

In  this  ensemble,  students  engage  in  a  serious  study  of  acappella literature from a variety 
of periods and styles.  Students are expected to learn Musicianship, ear training, correct vocal 
production, and style.  Students are also required to concurrently enroll in Concert Choir.  
Students will wear a uniform for performance and attend an annual performance tour. The tour 
will include workshops, adjudications and performances at universities or festivals, and will 
rotate from local to international.  Please be prepared to make a time commitment if you 
choose to take this class.  Students receive choir credit according to their grade. 
 
 
 

INTERMEDIATE WIND ORCHESTRA 9              MMU- -09BA3  
INTERMEDIATE WIND ORCHESTRA 10                  MIMCB-10  
                   
*Strongly recommended: previous experience reading music notation and on instrument  
*  Please Note: This is an early morning 7:30 am class. 
 
Students will learn the fundamentals of playing a band instrument from one of the following 
categories - brass, woodwind, percussion or bass. Orchestral string players are also welcome but 
are recommended to take lessons.  People with previous experience on guitar or piano may 
choose from several instruments.  Students will continue their development of musicianship and 
ear training through a variety of band repertoire. This course is open to beginners as well as 
advanced players. Beginning band students will receive the additional training needed to 
integrate them with the advanced players. Leadership opportunities exist for advanced players.  
Students are expected to wear uniforms for performance and attend a yearly retreat. 
Students receive band credit according to their grade. 
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SENIOR WIND ORCHESTRA 11      MIMCB11 
SENIOR WIND ORCHESTRA 12      MIMCB12 
 
*Strongly recommended: Intermediate level Band or Orchestra Musicianship skills  
 
The Senior Wind Ensemble is designed for serious music students who will be challenged by 
advanced musical repertoire.  Students will continue their development of musicianship and ear 
training through a variety of repertoire.  Students are expected to wear a uniform for 
performance and attend an annual performance tour. The tour will include performances, 
adjudications and workshops at universities or festivals, and will rotate semi-local to 
international locations from year to year.  Please be prepared to make a time commitment to 
attend performance tours if you choose to take this class.  Students receive band credit 
according to their grade. 
 
 
 
 

HONOUR ORCHESTRA 
 

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 10      MMOS-10 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 11      YVPA-1H 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 12      YVPA-2H 
 
Grades: 10 to 12 
Pre-Requisite: Appropriate experience, motivation, and by audition.  Required to be concurrently 
enrolled in Wind Orchestra 
 
Students enrolled in this class will have an opportunity to develop a musically with peers at an 
advanced level of skill as admission is by audition only.   The course will act as enrichment 
through offering a focus on more advanced repertoire such as symphonic excerpts, and also 
offer students the opportunity to perform concertos on their instrument.  Students must be 
motivated and prepared to work independently with student leaders.  There will be an emphasis 
on ear training to assist in learning varied tonalities, meters and rhythmic patterns.  The 
Symphony orchestra will participate in school concerts and district nights as well as retreats, 
local and international festivals. 
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AP MUSIC THEORY        AMU- -12 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: none open to all in Gr 11 and 12                                                                          
*Strongly recommended: basic performance skills in reading music notation in voice or on an 
instrument. 
  
The Advanced Placement Program enables willing and academically prepared students to pursue 
college-level studies with the opportunity to earn college credit, advanced placement, or both 
while still in high school.  The ultimate goal of the AP Music Theory course is to develop a 
student’s ability to recognize, understand, and describe the basic materials and processes of 
music that are heard or presented in a score.  The curriculum introduces ear training, sight-
singing, theory, musical materials, and procedures, and will integrate aspects of melody, 
harmony, texture, rhythm, form, musical analysis, elementary composition.  Musicianship skills 
such as dictation, sight-singing, keyboard harmony, reading and writing music notation, 
fundamentals of first-year University will be covered.  Music Theory is primarily a non-
performance class, but students will be expected to become proficient in ear training and sight-
singing as a means to learn about music notation, intervals, harmonies and rhythmic patterns.   
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(II)  THEATRE ARTS 
 

 

Theatre Arts is a thriving program which offers and supports students in a variety 
of experiences, from introductory or developmental drama, to production and 
performance based work (Theatre on the Hill, Canadian Improv Games, Theatre 
Sports, Asbestos Productions, and Film and Television Production 11 and 12).   
 

 
                                                

DRAMA 9                                                                                                       MDR- -09 
 
This course is open to all students in Grade 9 focuses on creative drama elements intended to 
build trust, self-confidence, imagination, expressive powers, and concentration. From there it 
moves into basic skill building in ensemble work, performance (e.g. vocal work, character 
building, improvisation, acting, play building, and script analysis) and production, including 
introducing students to the work of non-acting ensemble members. The course aims also to 
encourage students in their exploration, understanding, and appreciation of theatre. 
 
 

DRAMA 10: GENERAL                       MDRG-10 
THEATRE PERFORMANCE 11: ACTING                                                       MTPA-11 

THEATRE PERFORMANCE 12: ACTING                                                       MTPA-12 
  

The Theatre Performance: Acting 11 and 12 courses incorporate creative drama, reviewing 
fundamentals learned in previous grades and working to build trust, self-confidence, sensory 
awareness, and concentration; however, the emphasis in the senior levels is on ensemble work 
building to performance, and developing skills in acting and production.  Students assume 
responsibility in a variety of roles, including directing, researching, writing, and stage managing, 
in performance projects and lessons involving their peers working in Acting 11/12 and Drama 10. 
Students will extend their knowledge of performance and production to different periods, styles, 
playwrights, and media, including theatre, film, television, and radio. 
  
 

 
THEATRE COMPANY INTERMEDIATE 10                                            YVPA-0J 
 

Junior Theatre Company is a course for committed students only who wish to work as an 
ensemble theatre company and develop their creative, performance, and production abilities 
through the rehearsal, performance, writing and directing processes.  The course involves public 
performances in touring and main stage settings, requiring some rehearsal and preparation 
outside class hours. After school rehearsal is absolutely required. 
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THEATRE COMPANY 11                                                                        YVPA-1Q 

THEATRE COMPANY 12                                                                        YVPA-2M 

  

Please refer to Theatre Company 10 above for background description. Senior Theatre Company 
continues the ensemble theatre work of Junior Theatre Company 10. Senior students take on 
more advanced organization, performance, writing, directing, and production roles, and provide 
leadership as mentors to the younger students through productions including one act plays, 
major ensemble shows, and Hillfest. After school rehearsal is absolutely required. 
  
  
 

DRAMA 9 - THEATRE PRODUCTION 9                                               MDR- -09 
DRAMA 10 - THEATRE PRODUCTION 10                                           MDRD-10  
DRAMA 11- THEATRE PRODUCTION 11                                            MTPR-11 

 

Theatre Production students work as crew and are an integral part of the Theatre on the Hill 
ensemble. They must be self-starters and committed team players. Some after school work is 
required to co-ordinate technical elements of productions (lighting, sound, and costumes), 
manage shows, and design and construct sets and props.  
 
 
 

THEATRE PRODUCTION: TECHNICAL THEATRE 12                             MTPRT12 

 
Theatre Production students work as crew and are an integral part of the Theatre on the Hill 
ensemble. They must be self-starters and committed team players. Students will be involved in 
learning about all technical aspects of designing, constructing, and running a show: lighting, 
sound, costumes, props, sets, etc. Some after school work each term is mandatory to design and 
construct shows and co-ordinate technical elements of productions particularly as the crew 
moves into technical rehearsals, performance week, and striking the show after its run. It is 
expected that grade twelve students will assume leadership and mentor younger Technical 
Theatre students. 
  
 
  

THEATRE PRODUCTION: THEATRE MANAGEMENT 12                       MTPRM12 

  

Theatre Management students assume responsibility for stage management, promotion, and 
House management each term. They are an integral part of the Theatre on the Hill ensemble. 
Theatre Management students must be self-starters, organized, and committed team players 
who are willing and able to take on significant responsibilities. They will be expected to commit 
to some after school work each term to ensure that productions are running smoothly and that 
all deadlines are met. They must also enjoy communication and working closely with a variety of 
people: directors, actors, audience members, and, of course, crew, designers, and teachers.  It is 
expected that grade twelve students will assume leadership and mentor younger Theatre 
Management students. 
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THEATRE PERFORMANCE: DIRECTING & SCRIPT DEVELOPMENT 11      MTPDS11 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: None, Open to all in grade 10, & 11 

  

Theatre is a collective art and, therefore, students will learn to work cooperatively as well as 
independently on the creation, interpretation, and production of original scripts. As playwrights 
they will write and workshop plays for production, both collective creations as well as 
independently scripted plays. As well, they will study the role of the director and apply their 
studies to the practical work of directing and assistant-directing their original one-act plays and 
larger, ensemble productions. Among the tasks of the director are: interpreting the text 
(determining the playwright's intent, analyzing the text, developing and communicating a 
creative interpretation, i.e., the central image and sub world of the play in question);scheduling 
and running rehearsals, working with actors, management, designers, and technicians; and lead-
ing the ensemble into a production of the play in question. 
 

 
 
THEATRE PERFORMANCE: DIRECT1NG & SCRIPT DEVELOPMENT 12   MTPDS12 

Pre-Requisite Course Required: None, Open to all grade 12 
  

Please refer to MTPDS11. Students in MTPDS 12 will continue to develop their skills in the areas 
of playwright and directing. They will also be expected to assume leadership in the class and 
mentor students in MTPDS 11. 
 

 
 
FILM AND TELEVISON PRODUCTION 11    MDFT-11 
FILM AND TELEVISON PRODUCTION 12    MDFT-12 
  

Film and Television 11 and 12 students extend their understanding of how film and video 

technologies are used to influence meaning and purpose in film and television works. By 

examining how film and television images both influence and are influenced by context, 

students enhance their visual literacy. As they develop this literacy, they gain the understanding 

needed to create meaningful images (including time, sound, movement, and light) and critique 

their own work and the work of others. Students gain understanding of how social, cultural, and 

historical contexts influence the nature and purpose of film and television works. They examine 

political influences on film and television messages, as well as the economic effects of film and 

television production in society. Students also assess the impact of film and television 

production and images on audiences and on society in general. Students learn about the nature 

of the film and television industry and the roles and responsibilities of people who work within 

it.  
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(III)  VISUAL ARTS 
 

 
Our Art program has a tradition of quality in student work in painting and drawing, 
printmaking, pottery, ceramics, sculpture, and photography. 
 
 
 

VISUAL ARTS 9                                                                                               MVA- -09 

VISUAL ARTS 10                                                                                             MVAG-10 

STUDIO ARTS: DRAWING & PAINTING 11                                                MSADP11 

STUDIO ARTS: DRAWING & PAINTING 12                                                MSADP12 

  
These 2D Art courses introduce students to a variety of drawing and painting techniques such as 
lino-cutting for print-making, photomontage, portrait drawing, diormamas, and graphic design 
projects.  Some of the materials include spray paint, pastels, charcoal, ink, acrylic paint, and 
graphite pencil.  They will become acquainted with the historical and contemporary 
developments in the art world as well as what careers are available in the arts.  Depending on 
availability, an art gallery tour will be provided. Success in the course requires students to be 
well organized, self-disciplined, motivated, and creative.  
  
 

  

VISUAL ARTS 9: CERAMICS & SCULPTURE                                              MVA- -09CER  
VISUAL ARTS 10: CERAMICS & SCULPTURE                                            MVAC-10  
STUDIO ARTS 11: CERAMICS &SCULPTURE                                            MSACS11  
STUDIO ARTS 12: CERAMICS &SCULPTURE                                            MSACS12 

  
These ceramics courses focus primarily on hand-building pottery techniques. They will become 
familiar with the historical, cultural, and contemporary developments in ceramics and sculpture, 
while fostering their own unique style and interests.  A growing awareness of the elements and 
principles of design will influence their creative process.  Projects may include teapots, mugs, 
rice bowls, ikebana vases, tea light lanterns, chopstick holders, plates, platters, soya sauce 
dishes, sculpted figurines, and ornaments.  Depending on availability, an art gallery tour will be 
provided during the course. Students are encouraged to produce expressive and well-crafted 
pieces.  
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AP STUDIO ART 12: 2-DIMENSIONAL DESIGN, 3-DIMENSIONAL DESIGN,               ASAD-12 

AND DRAWING AND PAINTING 

Pre-Requisite Course Required: None, Open to all in grade 11 and 12 

  
The Advanced Placement Program enables willing and academically prepared students to pursue 
college-level studies — with the opportunity to earn college/university credit, advanced 
placement, or both — while still in high school. 
 

The AP Studio Art portfolios are designed for students who are seriously interested in the 
practical experience of art. Students submit portfolios for evaluation at the end of each Term. 
The AP Studio Art Program consists of three portfolios — 2-D Design, 3-D Design, and Drawing 
and Painting— corresponding to the most common college/university foundation courses. 
Students may choose to submit any or all of the portfolios. Students will create a body of work 
to demonstrate the artistic skills and ideas they have developed, refined, and applied over the 
course of the year to produce visual compositions. 
 

Although there is no prerequisite for AP Studio Art 12, prior experience in studio art courses that 
address conceptual, technical, and critical thinking skills can support student success in the AP 
Studio Art Program.  Students who register for the course will be reviewed by an AP Selection 
Committee before being accepted into the program.  
 
AP Studio Art students work with diverse media, styles, subjects, and content. Students’ work is 
informed and guided by observation, research, experimentation, discussion, critical analysis, and 
reflection, relating individual practices to the art world. Students are asked to document their 
artistic ideas and practices to demonstrate conceptual and technical development over time. 
The AP Studio Art Program supports students in becoming inventive artistic scholars who 
contribute to visual culture through art making. 

  
 
 

VISUAL MEDIA ARTS: PHOTOGRAPHY 11                                             MVAMT11 

VISUAL MEDIA ARTS: PHOTOGRAPHY 12                                             MVAMT12 

  

Students will become knowledgeable of digital camera operation.  They will learn photoshop 
techniques, compositional elements, and how to read a photograph. They will also learn about 
the historical and contemporary developments in the area of photography. Success in the course 
requires students to be creative and mature enough to work independently. Depending on 
availability, an art gallery tour will be provided. Cameras can be provided. 
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MATHEMATICS 

 

The BC Ministry of Education launched a new provincial Mathematics curriculum in 
September 2010.  As different post-secondary schools have small differences in 
their entrance requirements, students who are undecided as to what post-
secondary path they plan to pursue are advised to follow the pre-calculus stream 
of math. It must be noted, however, that most schools require the Pre-Calculus 
stream for courses other than Arts programs. Students and parents are 
encouraged to research the admission requirements for post-secondary programs 
of study as they vary by institution and by year. Please see the attached Internet 
link for complete details:  
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/program_delivery/math1012_faq.pdf 
 
 
 
 

MATHEMATICS 9          MMA - - 09 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Mathematics 8  
 
This course centers on a more formal approach to beginning algebra, including simplification of 
expressions, study of exponents, factoring, solution of equations and inequalities and linear 
relations, and financial literacy.  Similarity, 2-D and 3-D applications, and circle geometry are 
included.  Data analysis includes sampling procedures.  Trigonometry will also be introduced.  
Throughout the year, we will be engaging in problem solving and applying the skills learned to 
things relevant to the local community.  A scientific calculator is required for the trigonometry 
component of the course. 
 
 

FOUNDATION OF MATHEMATICS/PRE-CALCULUS 10    MFMP-10  
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Mathematics 9 
 
This course is a common preparation for both streams in Grades 11 and 12.  The Foundations of 
Mathematics stream is for students who do not intend to pursue Mathematics, Science, 
Engineering, Economics, or Commerce in their post-secondary education.  Students who intend 
to take Calculus 12 in high school are advised to take the Pre-Calculus stream.  In this course, 
Algebra skills are broadened to include the study of relations and functions, roots and powers, 
linear functions and systems of equations.  There is a unit on measurement and solid geometry. 
Trigonometry will be studied in greater depth.  (Possible additional topics: experimental 
probability and financial literacy) 
 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/program_delivery/math1012_faq.pdf
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PRE-CALCULUS 11                      MPREC11 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Foundation of Mathematics/Pre-Calculus 10 
 
This course is designed to provide students with the mathematical understanding and critical-
thinking skills identified for entry into Math, Science, Engineering or Commerce at the post-
secondary level.  Topics include relations and functions, trigonometry, polynomial functions and 
graphing.  This course satisfies the Ministry of Education’s Mathematics graduation 
requirements.  Students who are planning on post-secondary education in the above areas must 
also take Pre-Calculus 12.  (Possible additional topic: financial literacy) 

 
 
PRE-CALCULUS 11 Support (Double Block)         MPREC11C01 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Foundation of Mathematics/Pre-Calculus 10 
 
This course is the same as Pre-calculus 11 (see description above).  This course is offered as a 
double block (students have math class daily) because they need additional support and time to 
complete the curriculum.  Those students who received a C+ or lower in Mathematics 10 will be 
given first priority to enroll in this class. 
 

 
PRE-CALCULUS 12            MPREC12 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Pre-Calculus 11 
 
Pre-Calculus provides the background skills needed to continue with the study of Calculus.  The 
study of trigonometry, logarithmic functions, translations, permutations, combinations and the 
binomial theorem is included.  Please note that this course is required for study in any of the 
science, mathematics or business disciplines at university.  Students should check with their 
counselor to ensure the correct Mathematics course has been selected in order to continue in 
their field of study at post- secondary institutions.  (Possible additional topic: conics) 
 

 
CALCULUS 12          MCALC 12 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Pre-Calculus 12 (or to be taken concurrently) 
 
Students who have completed Pre-Calculus 12 may take this course.  Those students who wish 
to take Calculus 12 concurrently with Pre-Calculus 12 should have the permission of the teacher 
and be a very strong Mathematics student in Math 11.  The study of Calculus requires a sound 
understanding of algebra and analytic and trigonometric geometry.  Calculus 12 is an 
introductory course covering the study of elementary functions.  Topics in both Differential and 
Integral Calculus are included in the curriculum.  Many students who take this course write the 
AP Calculus AB exam in May.  Students may also opt to write the UBC-SFU-UVIC-UNBC Challenge 
Exam in June. 
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AP CALCULUS 12 AB        ACAL-12 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Pre-Calculus 11 with a minimum grade of 86%, Pre-Calculus 12 
(Or to be taken concurrently) 
A supplement AP application form is required. 
 
AP Calculus AB consists of a full high school academic year of work and is comparable to calculus 
courses in colleges and universities.  Students are expected to write the AP Calculus AB exam 
and it is highly recommended that those wishing to take AP Calculus 12 AB be very strong in 
Mathematics.  Those who are taking Pre-Calculus 12 concurrently must have a strong 
understanding of trigonometry and logarithms.  Priority will be given to those who have taken a 
full year of Pre-Calculus 11. 
 
Most of the year will be devoted to differential and integral calculus.  Topics include: Functions, 
Graphs, and Limits, Concept of Derivatives, Derivatives at a Point, Derivative as a function, 
Second Derivatives, Applications of Derivatives, Computation of Derivatives, Interpretations and 
Properties of Definite Integrals, Application of Integrals, Fundamental Theorem of Calculus, 
Techniques of Antidifferentiation, Applications of Antidifferentiation, and Numerical 
Approximations to Definite Integrals.  A graphing calculator is required. 
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MODERN LANGUAGES 

 

The Modern Languages Department offers two programs: French and Spanish. 
The communicative approach is being used as the basic philosophy for 
language learning at all levels and the international standards of the levels of 
language proficiency of the European Common Framework of Languages are 
adopted into our teaching and assessment. We focus on five areas of language 
acquisition: Reading, Writing, Oral Production, Oral Interaction, and Listening. 
We encourage students to learn many languages to prosper in our global 
economy. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
FRENCH 9             MFR- -09 
FRENCH 10             MFR- -10  
 
What is AIM?  Accelerated Integrated Method? 
 
In the junior levels, French 9, and French 10 are taught using a new approach to learning.  This 
new method is called THE AIM METHOD (Accelerated Integrative Method).  Many Vancouver 
Schools have adopted this method and it is also taught in the USA, Australia and is growing 
around the world helping to teach French, English, Spanish and Mandarin.  
 
Aim is a sequential program designed to accelerate the acquisition of French as a second 
language for students with little or no fluency in the language. 
 

V Successful at promoting fluency – a highly communicative program that meets all 
provincial ministry outcome 

V Modular and sequential, with emphasis on developmental learning 
V A program that ensures an extensive vocabulary is taught, then subsequently 

reviewed and consolidated from one unit to the next 
V A program that builds on students’ past experiences 
V Motivating 
V Easy to teach 

BB oonn jj oouu rr     
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V Flexible and adaptable allowing teachers to customize activities to suit every 
situation and all students 

V Based on a variety of proven successful techniques, strategies and methodologies 
V A program that promotes the development  of higher level thinking skills  
V A truly multidimensional approach 

 
 
 

BA INTRODUCTORY FRENCH          YLOE-1B 
 
In this introductory French course, students will learn basic French vocabulary, pronunciation 
and phrases useful for travel, social contacts and daily activities.  They will study various cultural 
aspects of the French speaking world such as French history, literature, film, cuisine and 
geography.  This course is of particular interest to students who were not able to take French in 
their early high school years because they have English as an Additional Language or are 
International students.  
 
 
 

FRENCH 11             MFR- -11 
 
This intermediate course emphasizes both oral and written proficiency. Course work includes an 
intensive study of the formation and usage of basic verb tenses (present, passe compose, future, 
imperfect, pluperfect, and conditional), and the use of pronouns (direct/indirect demonstrative).  

Text: 5ΩŀŎŎƻǊŘ н 
We will explore and respond to authentic cultural works from the Francophone world. In this 
course, students will also study countries of the French speaking world and identify the 
contributions of Francophones to Canada and the world.  Students will study similarities and 
differences between Francophone cultures and their own. 
 
 
 

FRENCH 12             MFR- -12  
 
Students continue to develop listening and speaking skills, to expand control of basic vocabulary 
and grammatical structures and to improve their general ability to read and write French. Course 
work includes an intensive study of the formation and usage of verb tenses and of the 
subjunctive, pronouns expressions of quantity, prepositions, adverbs, negative expressions, 
imperative, "si" clauses and indirect speech.  

Text: 5ΩŀŎŎƻǊŘ о 
We will explore and respond to authentic cultural works from the Francophone world.  
In this course, students will continue their study of countries of the French speaking world 
through literature, art and film.  They will discuss contemporary issues in the Francophone 
world. 
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SPANISH 10             MSP- -10 
 
Course work includes reflexive and stem-changing verbs; regular forms of the preterite, and, the 
use of the comparative and superlative. Both oral, listening, and written proficiency will play key 
roles in day-to-day course work as will a study of the cultures of Spanish speaking people around 
the world.  
Text: Descubre 1 
 
 
 

SPANISH 11            MSP- -11 
 
This course continues work completed in Spanish 10, and reinforces all aspects of language 
learning. Spanish 11 emphasizes different past tenses (preterite, imperfect, present perfect and 
future).  
Text: Descubre 1 and 2 
 
 
 

SPANISH 12             MSP- -12  
 
In this course, students will continue the study of verbs, including the subjunctive and 
commands.  Students will begin to explore Spanish and Latin American film and literature. 
Text: Descubre 2 and 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HH ooll aa   !!  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

Lifelong  participation in physical activity has many benefits and is an essential 
part of a healthy lifestyle.  In our grade 9-10 co-educational classes, our team of 
educators will support student competencies in physical literacy and healthy 
and active living by engaging students in both individual and team activities, 
leadership opportunities, workshops and indoor and outdoor recreational 
pursuits within our community.  Peaked interests and passions that have been 
developed within these domains are the focus of courses offered at the senior 
level. 
 
Expectations:  
¶ Regular attendance 
¶ Participation and leadership 
¶ Gym strip and non-marking running shoes or appropriate footwear 

 
 
 
 
 

PHYSICAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION 9                                                   MPHE-09 
 
Compulsory Units:  Active Health, Fitness Assessment, Dance 
Students will be offered at least 6 of the following activities:  orienteering, archery, resistance 
training, table tennis, badminton, ultimate, soccer, touch/flag football, minor games, and 
volleyball. 
 

 

PE10: FIT FOR LIFE        MPE- -10SC1 

If you are looking for a course that meets the PHE10 requirements but are not that into 
traditional team sports, then Fit for Life is the course for you!  Students will explore an array of 
activities that will enhance their fitness, promote the fun factor and encourage a life -long 
appreciation of a healthy lifestyle.    As there are limited spots for this course, students must 
apply.  See the PE Office Notice Board for forms and hand into the counselors. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
By the completion of this course each student is expected to: 
Á Understand the components and benefits of physical fitness 
Á Understand training principles and how to apply them 
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Á Understand nutrition basics and how to maintain a healthy body composition 
Á Become familiar of a variety of fitness genres (i.e. yoga, circuit training, dance (eg: 

Zumba), weight-training, bosu- ball, body ball, hiking, biking, water sports, indoor rock 
climbing, online workouts) 

Á Design and implement goals and exercise regimes 
Á Plan and instruct a group in circuit classes 
Á Understand Yoga history and principles 
Á Understand and implement safe practices and techniques 
Á Improve overall fitness levels 
Á Assess online resources for safety and program design 
Á Realize personal growth in health and wellness, self –awareness, mindfulness, stress 

reduction, team building, collaboration 
 
**** Course will have field trips.  Fees will be required (but should never be a hindrance to 

participation) 
 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 10                    MPE- -10 

Compulsory Units:  Active Health, Fitness Assessment, Dance 
Students will be offered at least 6 of the following activities:  basketball, volleyball, team 
handball, soccer, rugby, ultimate, badminton, resistance training, team building/leadership 
activities, archery, geocaching, and minor games. 
 
 
 

ELL PHYSICAL EDUCATION 9        MPE- -09ELL  
ELL PHYSICAL EDUCATION 10       MPE- -10ELL 
 
For the reception level ELL student.  This course is designed to allow skills and health related 
components of PE to be practiced in a safe and encouraging way while allowing students to 
acquire the “language” of Physical Education.   
 
 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 11       MPE- -11   
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 12       MPE- -12 
 
Students in grade 11 and 12 will be exposed to a diverse program of physical activities with an 
emphasis on team sports, individual pursuits, games, skill acquisition and physical fitness.  The 
goal of this course is to enhance student’s quality of life through healthy living and physical 
activity.  Students will develop knowledge, skills and attitudes that will allow them to 
incorporate physical activity into their daily lives.  Students are encouraged to further their 
mastery of individual and team sport theory and skills.  FIELD TRIPS ARE AN INTEGRAL 
COMPONENT OF THIS COURSE.  THERE WILL BE A COURSE FEE 
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WARRIOR 11                   YHRA-1B 
WARRIOR 12                  YHRA-2B 
 
If you would like to experience a more personalized PE class, then look no further!  In Warrior, 
students will have the opportunity to create, implement and evaluate their own personal fitness 
plan.  Once the teacher has provided instruction in the fitness center on the FITT principle, 
components of fitness, overload principle, specificity, safety and proper technique of all 
equipment, motivational and monitoring techniques and strategies, it will be time to move from 
guided practice to independent practice.  These classes will take place in the weight room, dance 
studio and outside.  Traditional sports will not be offered.  FIELD TRIPS WILL BE OFFERED.  THERE 
WILL BE A COURSE FEE. 
 
 
 
 

YOGA 12          YLRA-2A 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Open to all in GR 11& 12 
 
This course is intended to introduce students to the practice and study of yoga as a form of 
exercise, stress management, as well as a tool for mindfulness and self-awareness.  Yoga class is 
a space in which students will learn to safely work on flexibility, spinal mobility, posture, sitting, 
increased strength and graceful movements.  Assessment will be based on physical practice and 
observations, research and communication and presentations. 
 

 
 
 

BA BASKETBALL COACHING 11 & 12      YLRA-1E 
 
This course has been designed to help students learn the basic skills in order to become a 
successful coach.  The students will be trained in BCCP Level A Coaching Certification.  They will 
also learn about extensive team and individual skills that will help them as a coach and as an 
athlete.  There will be training in refereeing, timing and scoring, and sport specific fitness.  THIS 
COURSE WILL BE OFFERED OFF TIMETABLE IN THE MORNINGS. 
 

 

 
 

LEADERSHIP  11         YHRA-1A 
LEADERSHIP  12         YHRA-2A 
 
The Leadership course is intended to allow students to explore relevant skills such as 
communication, teamwork, problem solving, fundraising, creativity, strategy, collaboration, 
planning and decision making.  A September teambuilding retreat will lay the foundation for the 
year.  There will be course fees ($90). 
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SCIENCE 

 

The Science Program has two major divisions: Junior Science and Senior 
Science.  
 
The purpose of the Junior Science program is to teach students about the 
physical world, to teach them to observe it and to think about it in different 
ways. Students investigate their surroundings from a personal perspective. 
They study not only the physical characteristics of their environment, but also 
how the environment affects their lives and how they, in turn, can affect their 
environment. It is essential that citizens of a world facing such problems as 
energy shortage and pollution understand what scientists do and how they 
work in research. All the courses make extensive use of labs, projects, and field 
studies, where appropriate. The skills addressed by the new curriculum are: 
questioning and predicting, planning and conducting experiments, analyzing 
and evaluating data, applying learnings to new situations and communicating 
scientific ideas to the community. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SCIENCE 9           MSC- -09 
 
The skills and processes of Science are developed through a variety of activities found in the 
following organizers:  
 
 Cells are derived from cells. 
 The electron arrangement of atoms impacts their chemical nature. 
 Electricity is the flow of electrons. 
 The biosphere, geosphere, hydrosphere and atmosphere are interconnected. 
 
In addition, emphasis is placed on laboratory skill development, critical thinking and data 
analysis. 
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SCIENCE 10           MSC- -10 
 
The skills and processes of Science are extended through a variety of activities found in the 
following organizers:  
 

Life Science: DNA structure and function, Genes, Evolution and Inheritance 
Physical Science: Chemical Reaction and Radioactivity, Motion  
Space Science:  Formation of the Universe, Collecting Astronomical Data 

 
Each year, students participate in Physics Day at the PNE. 
 

 

 

ELL SCIENCE          XLDCE10SC 

Students will study scientific concepts in topics including biology, chemistry, physics and earth / 
space science. The emphasis will be to learn the science laboratory skills and to develop English 
Language skills required for grade level Science courses. 

 
 

While the Senior Science Program is comprised of advanced electives, bear in 
mind that all students must complete one Senior Science course in order to fulfill 
the graduation requirements. Students should carefully choose which Science 11 
course(s) they take, since this dictates which Science 12 course(s) they are 
allowed. Requirements for graduation and post-secondary institutions must also 
be considered. 
 

 

 

BIOLOGY 11            MBI- -11 
 
Students are introduced to a variety of biological skills and scientific processes.  This course 
allows the student to develop an understanding of the vast array of living organisms on the 
planet.  Lab work is an important aspect of this course.  The course curriculum includes:  
Taxonomy, Evolution, Ecology, Microbiology, Plants, and Animals.   
 

 

 

BIOLOGY 12            MBI- -12 
        
Students will continue to develop their biological skills and scientific processes.  It is strongly 
recommended that Biology 11 precede this course.  It is also helpful to have finished Chemistry 
11 or be taking it concurrently.  Students are expected to know how to use dissection and 
compound microscopes, conduct experiments in biology, calculate magnification and have a 
basic understanding of organic chemistry and body systems in animals. 
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In this course, students will explore cell biology, the human body and associated medical terms.  
In cell biology students will cover the topics of: Cells and Cell Membranes, DNA Replication, 
Protein Synthesis, Enzymes and Metabolism.  For the human biology portion, students will study 
the following six systems in detail:  Digestive, Circulatory, Respiratory, Nervous, Excretory and 
Reproductive. 
 

 

 

BIOLOGY 11 PRE AP        MBI- -11ENR 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Science 10, Application Form Submitted  
A supplemental AP application form is required. 
 
This course is similar to an enriched Biology 11 curriculum, however it will take a more 
laboratory intensive, inquiry-based study of how living organisms evolve and interact with their 
environment.  This course is designed for students planning to enter AP Biology 12 and write the 
AP Biology exam.  It is strongly recommended that Chemistry 11 precede or be taken 
concurrently with Biology 11 Pre AP.  A laboratory notebook must be kept and will be worth 20% 
of the grade.   
 
Biology AP is divided into four Big Ideas and seven Scientific Practices.  This course will cover two 
Big Ideas and start developing students’ Scientific Practices.  Topics used to cover these ideas 
include: Evolution, Immunology, Cell Systems, Ecology, Plant and Animal Systems. 
 

 

 

AP BIOLOGY 12                ABIO-12  
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Biology 11 Pre AP, Application Form Submitted 
A supplemental AP application form is required. 
 
 
This course is the continuation of Biology 11 Pre AP and students are expected to know the 
curriculum and laboratory experiments from Biology 11 Honors.  It is strongly recommended 
that student complete Chemistry 11 preceding this course.  Students are expected to write the 
AP Biology exam.  As in Biology 11 Pre AP, a laboratory notebook must be kept and will be worth 
20% of the grade. 
 
This course will explore the final two Big Ideas and offer students more time to use their 
Scientific Practices.  Topics used to cover this material include: Biochemistry, Ecology, Mendelian 
Genetics, Mitosis and Meiosis, the Endocrine and Nervous System. 
 
AP Biology 12 students write the AP Biology exam in May. 
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CHEMISTRY 11         MCH- -11 
 
Chemistry 11 has seven core topics.  One or two optional topics may be covered, depending on 
available time.  Approximately 20% of time will involve laboratory work.  
 
The core topics are: Introduction to Chemistry, Atoms, Molecules and Ions, Mole Concept, 
Chemical Reactions, Atomic Theory, Solution Chemistry and Organic Chemistry. 
 
 

CHEMISTRY 11 PRE AP       MCH- -11ENR 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Science 10, Application Form Submitted 
A supplemental AP application form is required. 
 
This course is similar to an enriched Chemistry 11 curriculum, however it will take a more 
laboratory intensive, inquiry-based study of how the macroscale (the scale at which they 
observe phenomena) to the nanoscale (the scale at which atoms and molecules interact). 
Students demonstrate that they have made these connections symbolically, graphically, and 
mathematically throughout the year. This course is designed for students planning to enter AP 
Chemistry 12 and write the AP Chemistry exam.  A laboratory notebook must be kept and will be 
worth 20% of the grade. 
 
The concepts are organized around chemical principles called big ideas that include the 
following topics:  Atoms, Reactions and Stoichiometry, Chemical Energy and Thermodynamics, 
Atomic and Molecular Structure, Gases and Intermolecular Forces. 
 
 
 

CHEMISTRY 12          MCH- -12 
 
Chemistry 12 is organized around five units.  Approximately 20% of the time will involve 
laboratory work.  The concepts of the mole, molarity, solutions, and ions taught in Chemistry 11 
are required to be successful in this course. 
 
The core topics are: Reaction Kinetics, Equilibrium, Solubility, Acids, Bases and Salts, and 
Oxidation / Reduction Reactions. 
 
 
 

AP CHEMISTRY 12                                                    ACHE-12   
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Chemistry 11 Pre AP, Application Form Submitted 
A supplemental AP application form is required. 
 
This course is the continuation of Chemistry 11 Pre AP and students are expected to know the 
curriculum and laboratory experiments from Chemistry 11 Pre AP. Students are expected to 
write the AP Chemistry exam.   As in Chemistry 11 Pre AP, a laboratory notebook must be kept 
and will be worth 20% of the grade. 



Course Planning Book 2017- 2018                                                              P a g e  | 53 

 

 

 

 

 
The primary goal of AP Chemistry is for students to connect the macroscale (the scale at which 
they observe phenomena) to the nanoscale (the scale at which atoms and molecules interact). 
Students demonstrate that they have made these connections symbolically, graphically, and 
mathematically throughout the year.  
 
The concepts covered include: Kinetics, General and Solubility Equilibria, Acid-Base Equilibria, 
and Reactions Involving Electron Transfer. 
 
 

PHYSICS 11          MPH- -11 
         
It is recommended that Pre-Calculus 11 precede or be taken concurrently with Physics 11.  This 
course allows the student to develop an understanding of the physical world in one dimension.  
It consists of traditional laboratory and lecture sessions integrated into a technologically 
enhanced science classroom.     
 
The course contents include:  Laboratory Skills, Kinematics, Dynamics, Momentum, Energy, 
Wave Motion, Geometrical Optics, Special Relativity, Nuclear Fission and Fusion. 
 
Each year, students participate in Physics Day at the PNE. 
 
 
 
 

PHYSICS 12          MPH- -12 
 
It is recommended that Pre-Calculus 12 precede or be taken concurrently with Physics 12.  This 
course allows the student to develop an understanding of the physical world in two and three 
dimensions.  This course consists of laboratory and lecture sessions and students are required to 
keep an inquiry laboratory journal.   
 
The major concepts of this course include: Vectors, Kinematics, Dynamics, Circular Motion and 
Gravitation, Equilibrium, Momentum, Work, Energy and Power, Electrostatics, Electric Circuits, 
and Electromagnetism. 
 
Each year, students participate in the tour of the particle-accelerator at TRIUMF, UBC.   
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AP PHYSICS 1         APHH-11 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Science 10, Pre-Calculus 11, Application Form Submitted 
(Pre-Calculus 11 may be taken concurrently) 
A supplemental AP application form is required. 
 
It is recommended that Pre-Calculus 11 precede or be taken concurrently with AP Physics 1.  The 
student should also be competent in math and physics at the grade 10 level.  This is a 
mathematically intensive course, to develop the student’s understanding of the physical world 
through lectured discussions, and inquiry-based activities.  Students develop critical thinking and 
reasoning skills and apply these skills to solving physics problems in one and two-dimensions.   
 
This course includes: Newtonian Mechanics (kinematics, dynamics, circular motion and 
gravitation, equilibrium, rotational motion), Work, Energy, Power, Mechanical Waves and 
Sound, Simple Circuitry 
 
Each year, students participate in Physics Day at the PNE amusement park. 
 
Students write the AP Physics 1 exam in May.  Upon successful completion of the course they 
will continue with AP Physics 2 the year after. 
 
 
 
 

AP PHYSICS 2         APHH-12 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: AP Physics 1, Application Form Submitted. 
Recommended: Pre-Calculus 12 (To be taken concurrently) 
A supplemental AP application form is required. 
 
This course is the continuation of AP Physics 1 and students are expected to know the 
curriculum and laboratory experiments from AP Physics 1.  This is a mathematically intensive 
course to develop the student’s understanding of the physical world through lectured discussion 
and inquiring based-activities. Students develop critical thinking skills and apply these skills to 
solving problems in two and three-dimensions.   
 
This course includes: Fluid Mechanics, Thermodynamics and Kinetic Theory, Electrostatics and 
Circuits with Capacitors, Electromagnetism, Optics, Quantum, Atomic and Nuclear Physics. 
 
Each year, students participate in a tour of TRIUMF, the National Laboratory for Particle and 
Nuclear Physics.  
 
AP Physics 2 students write the AP Physics 2 exam in May. 
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 SOCIAL STUDIES 

 
The Social Studies program strives to achieve the following goals: global 
thinking and problem solving, the application of skills to content, the 
development of skills to master content, and the understanding of the inter-
relationship of content areas.  In all grades, the courses are taught and 
evaluated separately but discussion and evaluation assumes an integration of 
knowledge and skills. 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 9            MSS- -09  
 
The focus in the Social Studies 9 course is "The Growth of Nations". The following themes are 
studied:  

¶ Geography: Knowledge and skills, locating information 

¶ North America: The geographic setting, Aboriginal history and culture, early European 
settlement of North America, New France, and British North America to 1815  

¶ Nation Building and Social Order: The development of democratic concepts, the growth 
of nationalism 

¶ Industrialization: The Industrial Revolution in Europe and North America, the social 
effects of the Industrial Revolution, industrialization and empire building, modern day 
industrialism 

¶ Current Events and Field Studies related to the curriculum 
 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 10           MSS- -10 
 
The following topics will be studied:  

¶ Canada: Identity, society, culture, from 1815 to 1914  

¶ Confederation: The achievement of responsible government, the events leading to 
Confederation 

¶ Structure of federal, provincial, and municipal governments 

¶ Development of the West to 1914: The geographic setting, the opening of the West,  and 
Confederation  

¶ Canada's Economic Activities: An overview of Canada's economic relationship with the 
USA, Asia; British Columbia's economic activities 

¶ Current Events and Field Studies related to the curriculum 



Course Planning Book 2017- 2018                                                              P a g e  | 56 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 11           MSS- -11 
 
This course is designed to make the student aware of and appreciate contemporary Canadian 
society and how its institutions and practices have evolved over the past century.  

Three sub-topics have been assigned to this curriculum covering from 1915 to present. They 
include:  

1) Geography: Geographic concepts will be interwoven with the study of History 
2) History: The goal of Socials 11 is to have students become familiar with the major 

Canadian events of the 20th century and to examine how Canada works within the world 
setting. There will also be focus on the social development of Quebec and the 
francophone identity within Canada 

3) Government and Politics: Function, structure, political parties and political philosophies, 
basic principles and organization of the Canadian political system will be studied. The 
importance of citizenship will be stressed. 

There is a mandatory provincial exam at the end of Grade 11.   
 
 
 

BA PSYCHOLOGY 11                       YPSYC1A 
This introductory course focuses on the study of human behaviour, mind and thought. It draws 
broadly on research and theoretical work of scientists and practitioners to provide the student 
with practical psychological information. Core topics include learning theories, motivation and 
emotions, nervous system, personality, social problems, abnormal behaviour, cross-cultural and 
developmental psychology, intelligence, creativity and perception. At the conclusion of this 
course, students will have a basic understanding of psychology as it relates to their personal, 
social, and educational life and be able to apply their understanding in practical ways. Students 
will learn how this interdisciplinary subject is central to many professions including medicine, 
law, information technology, engineering, education, and business.  
 
University Hill also has a psychology club for students who want to advance in their knowledge 
of psychology beyond the classroom. Many students in this club work together to study for the 
AP Psychology exam and to do community outreach projects. We have formed partnerships with 
day care centers and other organizations at UBC to bring psychological theory into the real word.  
 
 
 

HISTORY 12              MHI- -12 
This is a survey course in the history of the modern world from1919-1991. The course includes 
an overview of political, social, and economic development, and the consideration of such ideas 
as nationalism, imperialism, socialism, and communism with an international focus.  Every 
opportunity is taken to discuss contemporary trends, problems, and events in the political life of 
today's world.  Some of the topics that will be examined are the Russian Revolution, the rise of 
Hitler and Nazi Germany, the Cold War, Apartheid, and the First Gulf War.  Students interested 
in current events will benefit from the background that this course provides.  
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GEOGRAPHY 12          MGEO-12 

Part I - Physical Geography  
This section includes the study of the following units:  

¶ General Skills: Contours, scale, profile, gradient and photo and map interpretation  

¶ Plate Tectonics and Vulcanism 

¶ Landforms Produced by Erosion and Deposition: Weathering, running water, wind 
glaciations, oceans, and  
coastlines 

 
Part II -Human Geography  
This section deals with the interrelationships between man and his environment, and focuses on 
the following areas:  

¶ Resources: water, forest, fish, energy, and land resources 

¶ Environmental Concerns, Issues, and Resource Management: air, water, and land 
pollution 

 
By taking this course students will become more aware of the forces that shaped and are 
continuing to shape our globe. They will also become aware of the global distribution of 
resources and gain insight into the many environmental  
issues and interrelationships that exist on our planet.   
 
 
 

LAW 12                          MLAW-12  

Law 12 is offered to both Grade 11 and 12 students. It is a participatory course wherein students 
are expected to actively discuss current issues as they pertain to law.  In addition, several mock 
trials based on actual cases in the text and current issues will be developed by the students.  
There is a heavy vocabulary component so that students can replicate as closely as possible the 
legal setting. In particular, students are expected to become very familiar with the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. Both criminal and civil law will be explored.  
Guest speakers and field trips will enhance the students understanding of law.  Evaluation will 
include quizzes, extent of participation in the mock trials, enthusiasm during discussion, and 
knowledge of current legal issues. 
 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 10 TRANSITIONAL            MSS- -10TRN 

This is a course for students making the transition from ELL Socials to Socials 11.  The course will 
follow the Socials 10 curriculum. This course is eligible for Socials 10 credits. 
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ELL SOCIAL STUDIES LEVEL 1                  XLDCE10SS1 
ELL SOCIAL STUDIES LEVEL 2                  XLDCE10SS2 
 

This course is designed to help students learn the content of Grade 8/9 Social Studies as well as 
the skills and vocabulary required for successful entry into grade level Social Studies courses. 
Topics include Canadian and European history, geography, and the cultural composition of Cana-
dian society.  

 
 
 

AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 12       APHG12 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Socials 11  

 

By understanding how human population has changed over time, students can better 
understand the reasons for and effects of current geographic patterns in population. Study of 
population theories, models, and problems will show students the widespread effect that 
human population growth and decline has on people throughout world. The course will take the 
student through an understanding of global patterns in population concerns including in-
migration, outmigration, city growth and population density. Human geography looks at the 
factors that influence human settlement patterns including language, culture, ethnicity and 
other factors. The course will also examine the factors that contribute to the development of a 
country’s infrastructure. This will include an analysis of the United Nations standards for 
development and human rights and concerns. Political geography will be discussed and analyzed 
in the context of human conflict. This course is AP credited and approved. Textbook and/or 
workbook will be discussed at a later date. 
 
 
 

DEBATE/PUBLIC SPEAKING                                                                   YPHR-2B 
Pre-Requisite Course Required: Open to all in gr 10, 11 &12 
 
This course is open to any student from grades 10-12. There are no prerequisites. This course is 
designed to teach the student how to do effective research, create an argument and debate that 
issue. The student will demonstrate public speaking skills and develop the skills required to 
engage in a formal debate. This course is encouraged for those who wish to improve their public 
speaking skills and to develop their communication abilities. Students whose first language is not 
English are encouraged to join as this course will help them develop their English communication 
skills. Students will learn the structure and format of the various formal debate styles used in 
North America and Europe. This includes cross examination and British parliamentary style. 
Students who sign up for this course are also encouraged to join the school debate team. All 
students must eventually engage in a formal debate. Public speaking skills will be demonstrated 
through practical usage. Students will develop the skills required for spontaneous impromptu 
speech in front of an audience. This course will help the student gain the confidence needed to 
address a crowd of any size and on any issue.  
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BC FIRST NATIONS STUDIES 12        MFNS-12 
 

This course focuses on an important part of the history of British Columbia: the diversity, depth, 
and integrity of the cultures of BC’s Aboriginal peoples. The course emphasizes the languages, 
cultures, and history of First Nations peoples and is designed to introduce authentic Aboriginal 
content into the senior secondary curriculum with the support of Aboriginal peoples. The course 
provides an opportunity for students to acquire knowledge and understanding of the traditions, 
history, and present realities of BC Aboriginal peoples, as well as a chance to consider future 
challenges and opportunities. BC First Nations Studies 12 will provide a foundation for all 
learners to develop an appreciation and respect for the similarities among and differences 
between the diverse cultures of the world. As such, it will help to promote understanding of First 
Nations peoples among all students, allow for an enlightened discussion of Aboriginal issues, and 
also contribute to Aboriginal students’ sense of place and belonging in the public school system. 
First Nations Studies 12 is one of three provincial courses available for students to complete the 
social studies Graduation Program requirement.  
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DIVERSE LEARNERS & 
STUDENT SERVICES 

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT CENTRE  

GRADE 9                       XLDCD09 
GRADE 10           YLE- -0A 
GRADE 11          YLE- -1A 
GRADE 12           YLE- -2A 

 
The Skills Development Centre provides the opportunity to upgrade a variety of basic skills, 
particularly in reading, writing and mathematics.  Study and organizational skills are included as 
an integral part of the program.  These skills will be developed through instruction and 
assignments each week.  Students will be encouraged to identify their own learning needs and 
develop independence as successful learners.  Referrals to the SDC are made through the 
Counsellor.  Skills is a credit course for Grade 10, Grade 11 and Grade 12.   
 
Specific Skills Taught 
   - Goal setting   - Time management   - Memory strategies  
   - Test-taking strategies  - Note-taking    - Reading for understanding           
   - Vocabulary development  - Spelling    - Writing process    
     - Mathematics skills             - Organization skills 
 
Student Expectations 
- Regular attendance, on time, with required course materials  
- Use of student agenda and course activity logs to organize and keep track of school work 
 - Responsible behaviour and productive work habits  
 
Evaluation 
Based on: Expectations, Assignments and Application of Skills Learned  
 

STRATEGIES PROGRAM   
RESOURCE ROOM  XSIEPOH   STRATEGIES FOODS XSIEP0E 
STRATEGIES BUSINESS  XSIEP0AE   STRATEGIES DRAMA XSIEP0F             
STRATEGIES PE  XSIEP0G 
 
Secondary Strategies is a program designed for students who have a significant neurologically-
based learning disability which affects the consistency of their academic work.  The program 
offers a supportive environment for students whose needs cannot be met in a regular program 
with necessary adaptations. 
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The students work on a block schedule and are integrated where possible and practical. 
Students are provided support, where necessary and where possible, from Peer Tutoring 
students, a Student Support Worker and/or the Strategies teacher. Students work with the 
Strategies teacher for modified and/or adapted core academic subjects – English and Math.  The 
Strategies students may also have a resource block to support their academic integrated 
subjects. Strategies elective courses are small group courses taught by elective area teachers.  
The elective course offerings vary from year to year but can include Physical Education, Drama, 
Business Education, and Home Economics. 

Career Education and work experience play a crucial role in the Strategies student's curriculum. 
Beginning at age 15, the knowledge, skills and attitudes for a successful work experience are 
emphasized. This enables the students to make informed choices, upon graduation, as to college 
programs they may want to apply for or employment areas they may want to pursue.  
 
NOTE:  All the Strategies courses are modified according to the needs of the individual student. 
These courses lead to a School Leaving Certificate. The courses do not lead to a Dogwood 
Certificate. The integrated courses will be modified or adapted as appropriate.  
http://www.vsb.bc.ca/programs/secondary-strategies 
 
 

   

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
COMMUNITY SERVICE         YCPM-1D 
 
This course is designed to involve students in a variety of service activities in the school.  
Students must apply to their Grade Counsellor for enrolment in this course which is only open to 
Grade 11 and 12 students.  Note that as Community Service is a credit course, hours performed 
for Community Service may not be counted toward service hours required for Graduation 
Transitions.  This course does not count toward Honor Roll. 

 
 
PEER TUTORING          YIPS-2B 
 
Peer Tutoring is a credit course designed to give background information on learning differences 
and diversity in learning.   The course provides training in effective strategies for supporting 
other students in academic areas through tutoring.  It also provides an opportunity to learn 
leadership skills that will have future applications.  Students must be willing to follow criteria as 
outlined on the U-Hill website.  This course does count toward Honor Roll. 
 
 

http://www.vsb.bc.ca/programs/secondary-strategies
http://www.vsb.bc.ca/programs/secondary-strategies
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LIBRARY SERVICES 11         YBMO-1B 
 
A grade 11 or 12 student with particular interest and enthusiasm in working in the Library must 
get prior permission from Ms. Ekdahl or Ms. Love. Only 1 student will be accepted per block.  
 
 

HEALTH AND CAREER 9           MHCE-09 
 
This course is completed through pull out sessions held by the Grade 9 counsellor. 
 
 
 

DAILY PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 9           XDPA-09 
DAILY PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 10           XDPA-10 
DAILY PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 11           XDPA-11 
 
It is a Ministry requirement that all students in all grades participate in daily physical activity 
(DPA).  Students in Grades 8 and 9 must complete 150 minutes of moderate to vigorous physical 
activity per week.  For students in Grades 10 through 12, this requirement will form part of their 
Grad Transitions Program.   
  
 
 

GRAD TRANSITIONS        MGT- - - - 
 
There are four basic components to the Graduation Transition: Personal Health, Community 
Service, Transition Plan and Portfolio. 
 
All students must complete all requirements of the Grad Transition to receive the four credits 
and it is a required that every student complete this by their Grade 12 year. Complete 
information is available on the UHill website (http://uhs.vsb.bc.ca) under the "Grad Transitions" 
icon.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://http:/uhs.vsb.bc.ca
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VANCOUVER DISTRICT 
PROGRAMS 

Please visit the Vancouver Board of Education website, www.vsb.bc.ca and 
click on “District Programs” for a comprehensive list of alternate schools and 
trade programs.   
 
 

THE TRANSITION PROGRAM 
 
Initiated in 1993 by the Vancouver School Board in partnership with The University of British 
Columbia, the University Transition Program is a BC Ministry of Education Provincial Resource 
Program serving high ability/academically gifted adolescents who share the goal of early 
entrance to university studies at UBC.  Originally located at University Hill Secondary, the 
Program relocated to the UBC campus in 1998.   The Vancouver School District is responsible for 
program administration through the Principal of University Hill Secondary and a Management 
Team consisting of VSB representation from Senior Management and UBC representation from 
the Office of the Dean of the Faculty of Education together with the Principal of University Hill 
Secondary and the Transition Program Coordinator.    
 
This two year program accepts applicants from Grade 7, 8 and 9 from across BC.  Information 
meetings for new applicants and their parents are held in October and December followed by 
large group assessment days.  Review of applicants, typically age 13, includes program visitation, 
interview with presentation of portfolio, smaller group ability assessment and assessment by a 
school psychologist.  Criteria for acceptance include demonstrated curricular achievements two 
or more grades above chronological grade level, cognitive abilities beyond the 99th %ile, 
physical, mental, and social readiness to undertake the program’s steep learning curve, and  
academic and personal goals aligned with the program mandate to prepare students for early 
entrance to university studies.  Of the 20 students accepted annually, no more than half come 
from the Vancouver School District; gender equity is a priority.  Enrolled students participate in 
rigorous academic challenges associated with conceptually advanced curriculum presented 
through radical academic acceleration with peer learning, access to university professors, UBC 
graduates and Transition graduates.  Completion of Grade 11 and 12 courses are supported by 
learning opportunities on the UBC campus, access to facilities including labs and libraries.   
Student progress is guided by Individual Education Plans, close monitoring and guidance by staff 
and strong partnerships with Transition Program PAC.  Upon meeting or exceeding the high 
standards of academic scholarship in the program, students achieve BC High School Graduation 
Certificate and early acceptance to UBC.  Acceptance to preferred UBC Faculties is based on 

http://www.vsb.bc.ca/
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program success and meeting criteria of individual Faculties.   
 
Program information including application process, criteria, events, and contact  is available on 
the program website:  www.transitionprogram.ubc.ca.   To download the program application 
form and information package, go to the Vancouver School District website:  www.vsb.bc.ca .    
 
 

 
 

VANCOUVER SCHOOL BOARD ADULT EDUCATION  
 
 
The Vancouver Board of Education operates three Adult Education (AE) centres throughout 
Vancouver; centres may provide outreach programs at offsite locations and offer youth 
programs. 
 
AE centres provide students with a wide array of flexible and student-centred learning 
opportunities that range from the basic literacy level (Ministry Foundations courses, Levels 1-7) 
to high school completion. 
 
The Foundations courses help students develop or strengthen specific core skills needed for 
Grade 10/11/12 courses and obtain a high school diploma.  All courses, both Foundations and 
Grade 10/11/12, follow prescribed Ministry curriculum. 
 
To meet student needs for flexible programming, centres offer courses from early morning to 
evening, including Saturdays and operate year round with a variety of schedules: 
 

¶ Semester (2 terms per year; beginning Sept. and Feb.) 

¶ Quarter system (9 week terms; beginning Sept., Nov., Feb., Apr.) 

¶ Summer term (6 week term) 

 
Depending on student needs, each Centre provides a variety of course formats which may 
include: 
 

¶ Self-paced courses (blended paper-based instruction with face-to-face assistance) from 

Foundations to Grade 10-12 courses 

¶ Structured courses at the Foundations  and Grade 10/11/12 levels 

 
Students at our centres reflect the diversity of language and cultural backgrounds in Vancouver 
and range in age from 16 to seniors.  Each of the Centres responds to the specific needs of its 
community and program offerings reflect student course requests and enrollment patterns. 
Please note that students attending adult centres must be 16 years old (on July 1 of the current 
school year) and follow MOE course concurrency rules to be eligible for Ministry funding. 
 

http://www.transitionprogram.ubc.ca/
http://www.vsb.bc.ca/
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Adult Education Centres in Vancouver 
 

¶ Gathering Place Education Centre 

¶ Tel:  (604) 257-3849  http://go.vsb.bc.ca/schools/adulted 

 

¶ Main Street Education Centre at Gladstone 

¶ Tel:  (604)713-5731  http://go.vsb.bc.ca/schools/adulted 

 

¶ South Hill Education Centre 

¶ Tel:  (604)713-5770  http://go.vsb.bc.ca/schools/adulted 

 

 
 

ACE IT PROGRAMS 
 
 
The Vancouver School Board offers district programs for students to pursue industry certification 
or the foundation level of a trade program. These programs save time and money and offer a 
huge jump start for students who are also working towards high school graduation. The benefits 
include: 

¶ Dual credit with post-secondary institution (most programs) 

¶ Head start with Foundation program training 

¶ Registration with the Industry Training Authority (ITA)  

¶ Potential direct lead into an apprenticeship 

¶ Work experience in the trade 
  

For more information and an application form, please visit the VSB Career Programs website:   
careerprograms.vsb.bc.ca - links to ACE IT, a pdf brochure for each program, and the application 
package. Also visit the Industry Training Authority website: www.itabc.ca. All students applying 
for ACE IT programs should register at their home school with a full course load. Schools will be 
asked to modify a student’s timetable if the student is accepted into an ACE IT program. 

Certification:  successful completion of program will lead either to Level 1 technical training credit 
or a Certificate of Qualification from the Industry Training Authority. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://go.vsb.bc.ca/schools/adulted
http://go.vsb.bc.ca/schools/adulted
http://go.vsb.bc.ca/schools/adulted
http://go.vsb.bc.ca/schools/careerprograms/Pages/default.aspx
https://webmail.vsb.bc.ca/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.itabc.ca/
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Program 
Where the program is 
taught 

Credits towards 
graduation 

program 
Timetable 

Application 
Due 

Month program 
begins 

Auto Refinishing 
Preparation 

VCC 20 credits 
Monday - Thursday 

8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
November 30 February 

Auto Collision 
Repair Technician 

VCC 28 credits 
Monday - Thursday 

8:00 am - 3:00 pm 
March 1 September 

Auto Service 
Technician 

Britannia 16 credits Day 2 March 1 September 

Baking and Pastry 
Arts 

VCC 24 credits 
Monday - Thursday 

1:00 pm - 7:15 pm 
November 30 August 

Hairdressing 

VCC 

32 credits Monday - Friday March 1 

September 

Coquitlam SD 
February -  

2 semesters 

Carpentry 
BCIT 16 credits February - June 

Monday - Friday 
Semester 2 

March 1 February 
Coquitlam SD 20 credits 

Cook 

Sir Charles Tupper 

(priority to SCT 
students) 

16 credits Day 2 
March 1 

 
September 

Cook David Thompson 16 credits Day 2 March 1 September 

** Heavy   
Mechanical Trades 

VCC – Annacis Island 32 credits 
Monday - Thursday  
36 weeks 

3 months 
prior  

to intake 

Feb, April, July, 
Sept & Nov 

Plumbing 
Piping Industry 
College of BC 

4 credits 
Mid-June to late 
July 

March 1 June 

Painting 
Finishing Trades  
Institute of BC 

4 credits 
Mid-June to late 
July 

March 1 June 

** Millwright BCIT 20 credits Monday - Friday March 1 February 

** Motorcycle & 
Power Equipment 

BCIT 20 credits Monday - Friday March 1 February 

** Metal 
Fabrication 

BCIT 20 credits Monday - Friday March 1 February 

  
** Limited spots available – must contact Wendy Gilmour in the school year prior to program  

 

Secondary School Apprenticeship 
  
Students with the skills and connections can start an apprenticeship in high school. Students who 
are already working in an apprenticeable trade can formalize the apprenticeship relationship with 
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their employer. There are 4 courses (16 credits) available to these students when they have a 
formal ITA agreement arranged through Wendy Gilmour, Apprenticeship Facilitator 
604∙713∙4470. Information and application forms are available on the VSB website: 
careerprograms.vsb.bc.ca/ Ą Our Programs Ą Secondary School Apprenticeship 
  
 
 

DUAL CREDIT PROGRAMS 

 

Healthcare 
 
Students will prepare to work as front line caregivers in home support, adult day care, assisted 
living, and complex care (including special care units). 

¶ 28 weeks (September to March) 

¶ 28 graduation credits 

¶ Vancouver Community College  
 
For additional information an application can be found on the VSB Career Programs website at: 
careerprograms.vsb.bc.ca/ Ą Our Programs Ą Healthcare Assistant   
 
 

Trades Sampler (Grade 12 or 12+) 
  
A hands-on program through BCIT that gives students an overview in approximately 15 different 
trades including metal fabrication, welding, framing, and electrical. 

¶ 12 weeks – February to May 

¶ Monday to Friday, 7:00 am – 1:00 pm 

¶ 12 graduation credits, if needed 
 
For more information on the Trades Discovery program, contact Wendy Gilmour 
(wgilmour@vsb.bc.ca). 
 

School-based Programs: 
 
Tupper Tech - Skilled Trades Program at Sir Charles Tupper Secondary 
  
A program for students who are not sure which trade is right for them. 

¶ Day 2 

¶ Students may be able to remain registered @ home school Day 1 for academics 

¶ 24 graduation credits 

¶ Grade 12 program 
 
For more information on Tupper’s program, contact Ms. Siu Ma (ssma@vsb.bc.ca) or visit our 
Program website: careerprograms.vsb.bc.ca/ Ą Our Programs Ą Tupper Tech  

http://go.vsb.bc.ca/schools/careerprograms/programs/Pages/SSA.aspx
http://go.vsb.bc.ca/schools/careerprograms/programs/fashiondesigntechnology/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:wgilmour@vsb.bc.ca
mailto:ssma@vsb.bc.ca
http://go.vsb.bc.ca/schools/careerprograms/programs/Pages/TUPPER-TECH.aspx
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Fashion Design and Technology 
 
Students will enhance their construction skills; study history of costume, fashion merchandising; 
practice tailoring techniques and pattern drafting. Basic computer assisted design and fashion 
illustration will be practiced. In year 2, students will complete the graduation collection and 
portfolio needed for post-secondary entrance. Students may have the opportunity to participate 
in dual credit opportunities with a Fashion Design Program at a local post-secondary institute. 

¶ Two-year cohort program: grade 11 & 12 

¶ Day 2 

¶ Eric Hamber Secondary 
 
For additional information an application can be found on the VSB Career Programs website at: 
careerprograms.vsb.bc.ca/ Ą Our Programs Ą Fashion Design & Technology   
  
  

IT and CISCO Networking Program 
  
Students will diversify and enhance their computer knowledge by building a computer, installing 
software and connecting the computer to networks and to the internet. 

¶ Grade 12 

¶ Day 2 

¶ Killarney Secondary 

¶ One-year cohort program 

¶ Hands-on, laboratory courses 

¶ Prepare for industry-recognized certification 

¶ Receive advanced placement at BCIT 
 
For additional information an application can be found on the VSB Career Programs website at: 
careerprograms.vsb.bc.ca/ Ą Our Programs Ą CISCO  
 
 

http://go.vsb.bc.ca/schools/careerprograms/programs/fashiondesigntechnology/Pages/default.aspx
http://go.vsb.bc.ca/schools/careerprograms/programs/Pages/CISCO.aspx

