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Wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving Weekend! 

Professional Development Days 

At various times during the year, school is in session for teachers but not for students. These days are devoted to teacher 
professional development, or Pro-D.   

The scheduling of Pro-D days does not mean a loss of instructional time for students, as these days were added to the school 
calendar.  The inclusion of Pro-D days in the school calendar increased the number of days of work for teachers with no loss of 
instructional days for students.  

Education in BC and around the world is continually changing, so it is important for teachers to keep on top of new research 
and education policies that affect their work with students. Although classes are not in session on professional development days, 
teachers use this time to work with colleagues to further their skills and engage in a broad range of professional development 
activities, such as attending a provincial conference, a locally-based workshop, or a school-based discussion group.  Teachers 
value the opportunity to work with their peers and to enhance their practice in ways that will, in turn, benefit the students in 

their classes.  https://bctf.ca/PD -days.aspx#psadays  

The school year includes five professional development days and 2 Curriculum Implementation days for teachers and 
staff to update their knowledge and skills in relevant areas.  Our professional development committee plans activities for 
staff, as well as staff participating in self-directed plans for their professional development.   

Our September Professional Development day included a workshop with the Earthbites team to enhance staff 
understanding and involvement of the directions and structure of the program through hands
-on learning.  In the afternoon, staff worked together with teams focusing on collaborative 
approaches to community learning. 

The next Professional Development day is Friday, October 
19th and is a Provincial Specialists Associations day 
(PSA).  Staff will be attending various workshops and 
conferences related to their professional interests.   

Please check the school calendar and note all non-
instructional days  

The students and staff of Lord Kitchener school acknowledge that we live, learn and work on the 

traditional lands of the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh Coast Salish peoples. 

A Musqueam 

Welcome 

https://bctf.ca/PD-days.aspx#psadays
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School Fees 

If you have not already done so please pay School Fees through School Cash Online. Please join the many 

parents who have already registered for the convenience of paying online.            

 https://vsb.schoolcashonline.com  

Throughout the year we will be offering payment of fieldtrips, camps and other school events in School Cash 
Online. 

Lord Kitchener Elementary is allergy -aware!   

Please note that parents are asked to avoid sending foods containing nut or peanut products to 
school with their children due to severe allergies to these particular foods.    

As peanut/nut butter tends to stick to surfaces, please ensure that your child has washed his or her 
hands if they have these foods for breakfast before school.   
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Fire Safety at School and at Home ð have a 

plan and practice it 

The staff and students are again reviewing 
and practicing our plans for evacuating the 
school in case of a fire.  It is important to 
have a fire safety plan and to practice it at 
home much the same as we do at school. Our 
first fire drill practice was on September 20th. 

-Identify several ways to leave your 
house.  Make a map of your escape 
plans and share it with your family 
members. 

-Establish an outside meeting place 
located a safe distance away from the 
building.    At school we meet on the 
field. 

-Practice fire drills regularly.  Schools in 
Vancouver hold 6 fire drills each year. 

-Close doors behind you as you leave the 
building 

-If you have to escape through smoke, get 

low and go under the smoke to get out. 

-Call 911  

SAFE ARRIVAL PHONE LINE  

604-713-5159  #43 

If you child is going to be late or absent 
from school please call the phone line before 9:00am. 
Record studentõs name, division # and reason for 
absence. Thanks for helping keep our children safe! 

SOGI (Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity)  

Our Safe Contact for Kitchener families is Ms. Stacey 
Shaw.  Ms. Shaw can provide support and resources for 
families regarding LGBTQ topics. 

Cross-Country  
 
Wow!  What a start to our cross-country season.  We have had 
amazing weather for practices and for our first two meets.  The 
team is comprised of a high energy, spirited and hard-working 
group of students.  We have also had a number of parents who 
have enthusiastically joined in the practices.  The team has 
gradually built up their speed and stamina and many of our 
runners have placed in the top fifteen at the first two meets.  We 
have also had several top three finishes.  
 
Terrific work!  I look forward to the next mini meet at Balaclava 
Park on October 11th and to the district meet at Trout Lake on 
October 18th.   
 
Ms. Wilson-Haffenden 

School Counsellor 

The new counsellor, Maria 
Foster is now booking 
appointments from 2:00 pm -
3:30 pm by phone at 
604.713.5454 or by email at 
mfoster@vsb.bc.ca for the 
Parent Teacher Meetings on Oct 
23.  
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October 2018 PAC News 

Message from PAC (Parents Advisory Council) 

We hope everyone is enjoying the brisk Fall weather and have time to admire the beautiful colours of Autumn 
amidst the flurry of activities at Kitchener!  In just the first few weeks, school sports are well underway, student 
volunteers are bustling around helping their peers; Sister School Committee completed winter clothes collections, 
and Halloween Costume swap just wrapped up.  Thank you to all our energetic volunteers!   

 Our schoolõs annual Direct Appeal Fundraiser has begun.   The procedure to donate is different this year, but all 
the funds donated to Lord Kitchener will continue to support the Teachersõ Wish List and various programs for 
our students through out the school year!   We look forward to your continued support. 

 Please come to our next PAC meeting, on October 16th, 7 pm, at the school Library.  Thanks to our two grade 7 

babysitters, Maggie Shorthouse and Andie Robison, for providing childcare at our last PAC meeting and being 
available for our next meeting on October 16th! 

 Joyce Cheung and Angela Whitney 

PAC Co-chairs 

 

Destination Imagination  

Are you up for a challenge to build the tallest tower out of toothpicks and clay? How 
about sharing your wildest ideas with your classmates? Listening to the smallest voice in 
your team? Or forgetting who you are for 5 minutes and pretending to be a falling leaf??  

Known as DI, Destination Imagination is the worldõs largest, creative problem-solving 
program for K-12 youth, offering student teams the opportunity to solve open-ended 
challenges and present their solutions. Emphasizing the four Cõs ð Creativity, 
Collaboration, Cooperation, Critical Thinking ð DI gives children a dynamic addition 

to their learning, helping  
them to learn patience, flexibility, persistence, ethics, respect for others and their ideas, and the creative problem 
solving process. And from past experience, the children love it!  

Please feel free to drop Courtney an email-- ctang14@yahoo.com --if you are interested in leading a classroom DI 
session or getting trained to do one. Looking forward to a  
fun year of problem-solving with a team! 

 

Math Club  

Math Club is open to all students in Grades 4 to 7.  The first meeting will be on Tuesday, October 16th at 3:15 pm 
in the Library.  Please mark your calendar with the following meeting dates (Tuesdays): 

October 16, 30 

November 13, 27 

December 11 

January 15, 29 

February 12, 26 

March 12 

April 2  

The Mathematica Centrum exam is scheduled for April 19th, 2019. 

 

Page 3 

mailto:ctang14@yahoo.com


October 2017 PAC NewsñContõd. 

EarthBites 

Thank you to all who joined us in celebrating the harvest season at the EarthBites Fall Market.  Delicious 
vegetable medley soup and ginger honey lemon tea were shared with all who visited.  Many students especially 
enjoyed the soup and were excited to learn how much they loved kohlrabi, turnips and beets!  A special thanks to 
Division 1 for hosting a successful market and presenting their ideas for plastic free lunch kits, and to the 
community for supporting garden operation by purchasing kale chips and fresh garden produce.  Our next after 
school market is November 27th, we look forward to seeing you there! 

Fresh to You Fundraiser 

The Fresh to You Fundraiser has returned! Participate in this fundraiser to purchase healthy, fresh BC fruits and 
vegetables, learn easy recipes for your fall harvest vegetables, and get great 
cooking tips.  It's a great deal that also gives Lord Kitchener PAC and the 
EarthBites program 40% from each order. Bundle A ($25) includes squash, 
rutabaga, carrots, beets, and potatoes Bundle B is 10lbs of Gala apples 

($18).  Return the completed green order form being sent home with your 

child to the office by Thursday, October 18th.  There is plenty of room on each 
form to add your neighbours and relatives.  Pickup of bundles, with your 
delicious locally grown fruits and veggies, will be at the school mid-
November.  Additional green order forms will be available in the office by the 
Fresh to You Fundraiser order basket. 

Hot Lunch Volunteers Needed! 

Hot Lunch, offered on Mondays and Fridays, is well underway.  Ashley and Tina would like to 
call for parent volunteers ð if you are able to lend a hand, please email Tina Exarchoulis at 
texar@shaw.ca. 
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Staff Parking Lot  

The staff parking lot is for staff only so that they are not parking in the residential areas and annoying 

neighbours.  Parents should not be using the parking lot to drop off, pick up or park.  For safety reasons, 
children should not be walking through the parking lot as it is a roadway.  Thank you for respecting this 
expectation. 

Student Artwork  

mailto:texar@shaw.ca


September at Lord Kitchener 
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