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GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
 

General Information 

 

The course descriptions on the following pages are intended as a guide to assist students in selecting courses for their 

programs. The course descriptions are general and do not outline the total content of each course. 

The requirements for graduation are established by the Ministry of Education. Some courses are compulsory to meet 

graduation requirements, while others are chosen to meet individual interests and goals. 

While counsellors will assist students in the selection of their courses, final approval and responsibility for students' 

programs rests with parents, and students. It is important to note that fulfilling basic graduation is not the same as post-

secondary admission. Admission requirements change frequently, therefore, it is advisable to research the specific 

requirements of the post-secondary institutes that you may be interested in and discuss your post-secondary plan with 

your grade counsellor. 

Each student will have an individual timetable which must operate within the constraints of facilities, staffing, graduation 

requirements and individual choice. Because of these constraints, students should anticipate some conflicts in course 

scheduling and keep alternative courses in mind. The courses finally offered in the master timetable are determined by 

the number of students requesting the courses. Generally, if an insufficient number of students request a certain course, 

it will be dropped from the schedule. Consequently, not all the courses described may be offered each year. In addition, 

staffing changes or other circumstances may result in modification of course offerings and descriptions without prior 

notice. 

 

Graduation Requirements 

 

Please click on the following links for information on Graduation Planning and Requirements 

Dogwood Planner:  https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/kindergarten-to-grade-

12/support/graduation/bc_dogwood_planner_eng.pdf 

Handbook of Procedures for the Graduation Program:  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-

12/graduation/handbook_of_procedures.pdf 

BC Graduation Policy Guide:  https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/kindergarten-to-grade-

12/support/graduation/graduation-implementation-guide.pdf 

 

  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/kindergarten-to-grade-12/support/graduation/bc_dogwood_planner_eng.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/kindergarten-to-grade-12/support/graduation/bc_dogwood_planner_eng.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/graduation/handbook_of_procedures.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/graduation/handbook_of_procedures.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/kindergarten-to-grade-12/support/graduation/graduation-implementation-guide.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/kindergarten-to-grade-12/support/graduation/graduation-implementation-guide.pdf
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APPLIED DESIGN AND SKILLS AND TECHNOLOGY 
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Business Education provides students with practical skills to enhance their employability, academic success, and daily 

lives. Students of Business Education receive theory and practice in the five pillars of business: entrepreneurship, 

accounting and finance, economics, marketing and business communication. Participation in various hands-on 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŎŀǎŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΣ ǿŜō ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀŘŘǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 

business experience. The flow of Business Education courses is presented in the diagram below. While none of the 

lower level courses are prerequisites, following the prescribed streams will better prepare students for subsequent 

levels and is therefore recommended.  
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Applied Design Skills & Technology 8 Rotation 

 
Business Education 8  
Students will:  

ω Demonstrate an understanding of Office 365 and other applications;  

ω Simulate business activities; and  

ω Key at a minimum of 10 net words per minute while using the correct fingers. 

This course is one of three term-long courses for Grade 8 students. This activity-based course is intended for students 
to explore business concepts and principles and to develop their computer application skills. Students will participate 
in HamberMall, an entrepreneurial business simulation, providing them the opportunity to develop their ability to 
communicate, to think creatively and critically, and to work with others. An understanding of the business and the 
practical skills presented in this course will benefit students in their school work and enhance their future 
employability. Student wishing to explore this subject further should consider the following courses. 
 

Entrepreneurship and Marketing 10  
Students will:  

ω Develop and write a business canvas;  

ω Experience being entrepreneurs; and  

ω Develop and demonstrate communication, teamwork, research, problem-solving and analytical skills.  

Entrepreneurship and Marketing 10 introduces students to the world of business and offers insights into 
entrepreneurship, economics, starting a business, marketing, accounting, finance, information technology and the 
importance of ethics and social responsibility. Various hands-on activities, such as setting up a business, a stock market 
simulation, case analysis and interactive class activities, will allow students to apply what they have learned.  This 
course will provide students with an excellent foundation to further their business knowledge and with practical skills 
for their everyday lives. 
 

Accounting 
 

Accounting 11 
Students will:  
ω Learn and apply fundamental accounting principles;  

ω Prepare financial statements; and  

ω Perform bookkeeping for sole proprietorships or partnerships.  

 

Accounting is the backbone of business programs at all universities and colleges. Learning it now is easy and will benefit 

you later, especially if you pursue a commerce degree. In this introductory course, students will learn how to record 

business transactions and prepare financial statements. Students will also gain computer experience by working with 

Microsoft Excel spreadsheets and Simply Accounting software. For example, students will have the opportunity to 

reinforce their accounting skills while playing the game, Monopoly, something they especially enjoy. 

 

Financial Accounting 12  
Students will:  
ω Learn and apply fundamental and advanced corporate accounting principles;  

ω Analyze and evaluate financial data to solve accounting problems and make business decisions; and 

ω Construct their own tax returns. 

 
Financial Accounting 12 is intended for students who wish to pursue post-secondary studies in Commerce and for 

aspiring entrepreneurs. Most of the Financial Accounting content is similar to a university course, so taking it now will 
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really help students later ς a fact confirmed by many former Hamber students. We even use a post-secondary level 

textbook similar to those used at UBC and SFU; but we proceed at a slower, more reasonable pace. Computer 

applications include work with Simply Accounting and Microsoft Excel. 

 

Economics 
 

Economics 12  
No prerequisite required 
 
Students will:  
ω Use the language of economics to explain how common economic concepts affect our behavior;  

ω Participate in experiments and simulations that will demonstrate economic concepts; and  

ω Apply these concepts to everyday events.  

 
To study economics is to consider the dynamic issues that affect the way we live and the decisions we make every day. 

This course will help students understand how and why money is exchanged in society and will, more importantly, 

help them understand how the world works. Experiencing economic principles in class activities and applying these 

principles to front-page news stories will allow students to become better-informed individuals and decision makers.  

Marketing 
 
Marketing 11  
Students will:  
ω Apply their marketing knowledge in the operation of the school store;  

ω Demonstrate employability skills; and  

ω Develop and demonstrate communication, teamwork, research, problem-solving and analytical skills.  

 
This course introduces students to the world of marketing. Students are provided with the opportunity to work at the 

school store, The Griff, in order to apply what they have learned in a practical work environment. This hands-on 

opportunity allows students to further their business knowledge and adds to their resume. Students will develop 

teamwork, communications and employability skills while learning how to market and promote products and to 

connect with customers. In addition, students will take part in interactive class activities and case studies. Marketing 

11 students with outstanding performances will have the opportunity to become Griff Executives the following year.  

   
E-Commerce12  
Students will:  
ω Apply their entrepreneurship and marketing knowledge to solve a variety of business problems or challenges in 

the local and global retail e-commerce environments 

ω Learn and apply digital marketing concepts and strategies 

ω Develop their interpersonal, business presentation, communication, teamwork, research, problem-solving and 

analytical skills 

 

E-Commerce 12 takes students deeper into the world of marketing and introduces students to the world of e-

commerce. Through hands-on activities, case studies, challenges and simulations, students will explore areas such as 

entrepreneurship, market research, consumer behavior, product development, marketing strategies and the 

importance of ethics and social responsibility in the local and global retail e-commerce environments. Students will 

have many opportunities to practice their presentation, teamwork and analytical skills as they explore this important 

aspect of business. Students wishing to be Griff Executives and have completed Marketing 11 are required to take E-
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Commerce 12. This management opportunity will allow them to hone their leadership and communication skills and 

will be an asset to have on their resumes and applications. 

 
 

 
                                                       

ELECTRONIC DESIGN & PUBLISHING  
 

                                                   
 

 
ADST - Web Development 10 
Students will:   
ω Construct, write, and maintain their own websites;   
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ω Create and implement media-based content for the web using photo creations, layout, and animation; and 

ω Consider and employ copyright, security and privacy implications for web design. 

 
This course, also known as Web 10, will allow students to construct their very own websites using core web 

development tools such as HTML (Hypertext Markup Language), CSS (Cascading Style Sheets), Dreamweaver and 

WordPress. Students will employ a variety of software programs to build the content for their websites to create 

something unique. 

 
Digital Communication 11 (Electronic Design & Publishing)  
Students will:  
ω Demonstrate an understanding of Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, and InDesign, and will know   when to use each;  

ω Design, critique, and edit a design according to industry standards; and  

ω Apply the developmental design process while using various digital media publishing formats.  

 
Do you like working on computers? Want to design your own magazine? Do you have an eye for great graphic designs? 

This course is for you! Hamber has a tradition of graduating top Graphic Design students, and EDP 11 has been the key to 

their success. Students in this course will produce many electronic works of art, the chief of which is a digital magazine on 

the topic of their choice. In the process of creating a magazine, students will use Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, and 

InDesign. Along with these skills, students learn the principles of graphic design that are needed to produce any 

professional-looking business document. At the end of the year, each student will have a variety of pieces in their 

portfolios.  

 
Digital Media Development 12 (Electronic Design & Publishing)  
Students will:  
ω Demonstrate an understanding of Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, and InDesign, and will know when to use each;   

ω Design, critique, and edit a design according to industry standards; and  

ω Apply the developmental design process while utilizing various digital media publishing formats.  

 

This course allows students to deepen their understanding of electronic graphic design in a more independent way. 

Students will gain more expertise in industry standard software, especially Adobe InDesign and Illustrator. Many Electronic 

Design students take advantage of this course to create online portfolios, which have helped them earn numerous district 

scholarships of $1000 each. They also take part in the Skills Canada Regional, Provincial, and National competitions in 

graphic design.  

 
.! ¸ŜŀǊōƻƻƪ мл  
.! !ƴƴǳŀƭ tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ мм  
.! !ƴƴǳŀƭ tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ мн  
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭΦ /ƻǳǊǎŜ ŜƴǊƻƭƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ 

information supplied on application forms and in a personal interview.  Students will be instructed in the areas of design 

elements, desktop publishing, photography, interviewing and article writing with the hope that they will return to the 

course in future years.  Terms 1 & 2 will focus primarily on the production of the yearbook.  Extra-curricular time is 

expected in the first two terms when the majority of the work is done.  Term 3 will consist of training the staff and editors 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ  ! ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ !ŘƻōŜ Lƴ5ŜǎƛƎƴΣ tƘƻǘƻǎƘƻǇΣ 

Illustrator, and LightRoom is a benefit, but not required for acceptance into this course. 

 

 



 9 

 
 
Iha9 9/hbhaL/{ 
 

 
 
Real skills, for Real life! 

Home Economics offers a diverse range of courses in three major areas:  Foods and Nutritional Studies, Fashion and 

Textiles, and Family Studies & Psychology.  All these courses offer strong theory and skill development that enhance the 

quality of life and employment potential.  Students with a passion and potential also have opportunities to participate in 

Skills Canada competitions in Fashion, Culinary Arts and Baking. 

APPLIED SKILLS HOME ECONOMICS 8 ROTATION  
 

Home Economics 8 
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Culinary Arts (Foods) and Fashion Sewing (Textiles) 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ƻǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŀ ǎŜǿƛƴƎ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŀǎƛŎ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

sewing techniques for being more independent.  Learn how to work safely and efficiently while developing an appreciation 

for the skill and work behind food and textile products. Whether making your first muffin or sewing the Hamber duffle 

bag, you will gain life skills and confidence. Course evaluation is based on skill development, the quality of individual 

projects and an understanding of the process and theory. Students will spend one term in Home Economics as part of the 

Applied Skills 8 rotation. 

Students wishing to explore this subject further should consider one of the following area(s) in Grade 9 and beyond. 

FOODS STUDIES AND CULINARY ARTS 
 

Foods Studies 9  
Want to learn how to cook?  This course will teach you how to use basic techniques and equipment for the planning, 

preparation and serving of nutritious meals.  Learn how to bake and cook food while mastering time management, safety 

and sanitation skills.  [ŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŦƻƻŘ ƭŀōŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ CƻƻŘ DǳƛŘŜΦ  

Students will be introduced to First Peoples traditional food use and will also study current ethical issues surrounding 

food.  Students make products such as tasty fajitas, stir-fries, teriyaki burgers, soups, and cakes.  Included are some 

perennial favourites like pizza, and shish kebobs.  Evaluation is based heavily on practical work as well as assignments and 

written tests. 

 
Foods Studies 10  
Students in this course will: 
ω Learn about the nutritional values of various foods. 

ω Be able to devise a plan for healthy living via natural and modified foods. 

ω Understand the social and economic value of genetically modified foods vs natural and organic foods. 

 
This course is intended for students wishing to pursue further academic studies in nutrition and food sciences.  This course 

is highly recommended for students pursuing careers in: Food Science, Nutritional Sciences, Medical Doctor, 

Pharmaceutical Sciences, Ocean Sciences, Agricultural Sciences, and Bio and Biomedical Engineering.  Theory based 

classroom learning will be supported by hands on activities during lab classes. 

 
Culinary Arts 10 
Do you want to expand your culinary horizons?  This course will take quick and healthy meals up a notch and will look at 

the social and ethical impact of food in our lives, with a focus on celebrations. Students will gain hands on experience in 

both baking and culinary techniques.  

*Food Studies 9 is highly recommended prior to taking this course. 

 
Foods and Nutrition 11 Culinary Arts 
Do you ever wonder how professional chefs make food look so delicious and wonderful?  This course is for senior students 

interested in learning and developing more advanced culinary and presentation skills.  This course will enable students to 

plan, prepare, and serve appealing meals from simple to advanced dishes for all occasions, while developing healthy eating 

practices.  Basic cake decorating skills, an in-class Iron Chef competition and popular labs like the classic pavlova, and 

chicken vol-au-vent are included.  Evaluation is based on mastering food preparation techniques, understanding theory, 

as well as being creative with food presentation. 
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Foods and Nutrition 12 Culinary Arts 
Do you want to eat your way around the world?  This course will be your tour guide to a variety of world flavours and diets 

from Europe to Asia and beyond.  Cuisines of Asia, France, Italy, Mexico and other parts of the world will be covered.  

Learning activities include tastings, buffets and small group food preparation.  Favourite labs include the classic French 

soufflé, pad Thai, homemade pasta and Asian curries.  Evaluation will be based on mastering food preparation techniques, 

and understanding the theory that underlies the preparation of healthy, appealing, and efficient meals. 

 

 

 
 
 

FASHION DESIGN DISTRICT PROGRAMS 
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ADST ς Textiles 9  
Textiles 9 will be a continuation from Applied Skills 8 (Textiles Rotation). Students in this course will have a full year of 

studies in Textiles and Fashion Design. This will include the study and practice of Sewing, Fashion Design and Creation. 

This is a fun course for students wanting to learn how to sew and design fashion garments (if you do very well in this 

course you may be able to take Textiles 11 directly). 

 
Textiles 10 Fashion Sewing  
Want to learn how garments are made? This course will teach you how to use commercial patterns to make a stuffy bear, 

a skirt and pants, a blouse and t-shirt as well as a summer dress/sportswear. Basic construction techniques like darts, 

zippers, pockets, and buttonholes and operating the sewing machine and serger will be taught. Mini recycling and socially 

responsible projects will heighted awareness of our environment. You will learn basic modelling skills and participate in 

the annual school fashion show in May. Evaluation will be based on skill development, quality of the garment construction 

(for beginners) and productive use of time and resources. 

 
Fashion Sewing for Beginners 11 
Are you a senior student who is sewing challenged, did NOT take Textile 10 and wants to gain some sewing skills before 

you graduate? This course will teach you how to use commercial patterns, operate sewing machines and sergers to make 

a stuffy bear and basic garments such as skirt/pants, blouse/t-shirt and dresses. Learn basic construction techniques like 

zippers, waistbands, pockets, hems and buttons. Gain some basic modelling skills and participate in the annual school 

fashion show to be held in May. Evaluation will be based on skill development, quality of the garment construction and 

productive use of time and resources. 

 

TEXTILES 11 

Textiles 11 - Fashion Sewing 
Textile 10/Fashion Sewing for Beginners 11 is recommended 
Students will learn some industry and contemporary design/construction techniques to facilitate working quickly and 
accurately.  Many new techniques will be introduced with the construction of the Hamber designer garment bag.  Basic 
wardrobe planning and ways to maximize their fashion dollars are incorporated with the construction of student projects. 
The introduction of basic pattern drafting will enable students to design their skirts and tops as part of their four-piece 
capsule wardrobe which also includes pants and fully lined jacket.  A special occasion outfit, such as a prom dress will be 
produced.  Students will model their projects in the annual school fashion show in May. 
 
This is the first core course required for the Fashion Design & Merchandising Career Preparation Program/Vancouver 
District Fashion Program. 
 

TEXTILES 12 

 
Textiles 12  
Textiles 9/10/Fashion Design (Fashion Sewing for Beginners) 11 recommended 

This course is designed to strengthen the working relationship between the student and advanced sewing techniques as 

well as the use of specialty fabrics. Designer clothing construction techniques will be taught. The number and type of 

projects will be individually negotiated with the instructor to guarantee the inclusion of new techniques and sewing 

experiences. Students will be required to model their projects in the annual school fashion show in May. 
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BA Fashion Design 12A  
Textiles 11 recommended or equivalent. 

In this course, students will explore the creativity and individuality of fashion design concepts. They will learn the technical 

aspects of pattern making through flat pattern manipulations and pattern drafting techniques. Students will complete a 

1/4 scale flat pattern manipulations resource binder.  They will design, draft and coƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ŀ мфслΩǎ aƻŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ŘǊŜǎǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŀ мфрлΩǎ bŜǿ [ƻƻƪ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŘǊŜǎǎΦ ! ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ о ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƎŀǊƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘΣ ŘǊŀŦǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

constructed by the student. Besides modelling, students will be required to choreograph and organize their models to 

show their collection in the annual school fashion show.   

This is a core course required for the Fashion Design & Merchandising Career Preparation Program/ Vancouver District 

Fashion Program.  

 
BA Fashion Design 12B  
BA Fashion Design 12A is a pre-requisite   

In this course, students will further develop skills from Fashion Design 12A (YVHE-2A) in creating original designs, pattern 

making and garment construction. Students will design and create garments using various pattern making techniques such 

as flat pattern design, computer assisted design, and draping. They will design a collection of 4 complete outfits as well as 

н ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƎŀǊƳŜƴǘǎ όмфнлΩǎ ŀƴŘ мфолΩǎΦύ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ŀ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ 

studies at the post-secondary level. Besides modelling, students will be required to choreograph and organize their models 

to show their collection in the annual school fashion show. 

 
Textiles Industry 12  
Are you interested in the workings of the fashion industry? Students will be introduced to a broad spectrum of fashion 

related careers, principles of design, fashion history, textile science, market effect, fashion promotion and retailing. 

Assignments and projects are geared towards creating a personal fashion portfolio to enhance student awareness of the 

evolution and dynamics of the fashion industry. Students will maintain a portfolio that will be used for interviews. The 

successful completion of this course will benefit students who wish to apply to college and university fashion design and/or 

merchandising programs. This course is only offered every other year. Offered in the 2020/2021 school year.   

This is a core course required for the Fashion Design & Merchandising Career Preparation Program/ Vancouver District 

Fashion Program.  

Note: The Fashion Design & Merchandising Career Preparation Program is offered at Hamber. The District program 

requires students to take 8 courses between grade 11 and 12 as well as 90 hours of work experience. These courses are 

scheduled on the same day allowing more time to develop advanced techniques in both construction and design. The 

required courses are Textiles 11 and/or 12, Advanced 2B, Textiles Industry 12, and possible other clothing and textiles 

related courses. The Fashion Career Preparation program requires a selection of fewer courses than the District program. 

Articulation is being sought with post-secondary fashion programs which will give these students some credits towards 

their post-secondary program. More details to follow. 

 
Advanced Fashion Construction 12 
Students will learn advanced contemporary techniques of tailoring used in commercial construction as well as traditional 

European couture methods. They will learn to handle special fabrics and advanced designer techniques. Students will be 

required to complete three major projects: 1) tailored suit (jacket plus pant or skirt), 2) formal wear, 3) jacket or coat 

made from outer wear fabric or leather. Students will be required to model their projects in the annual school fashion 

show in May. This is a core course required for the Fashion Design & Merchandising Career Preparation Program. 
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Interpersonal and Family Relationships 11 

Take this course to learn more about yourself and to understand relationships better. These life skills can benefit both 

your personal and work life. The knowledge and skills learned here make you more desirable to employers who are seeking 

those who will work well with staff and clients. You will have the opportunity to practice and improve your communication 

and team- building skills; engage with the impact of culture on relationships; explore stress management techniques, how 

to build and maintain rewarding relationships in your life and more. Evaluation will be primarily based on participation in 

class activities, project-based learning opportunities and some tests. 

 
Child Development and Caregiving 12  
²ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛǘ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΚ ¢ŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 

adapts to different stages of the life cycle and to gain a better understanding of your decision-making process, morals and 

happiness ς the desired yet elusive state of being. The impact of being single or married, a parent or childless, young or 

old will be well debated in addition to gaining practical skills needed to navigate through life successfully. Evaluation will 

be primarily based on participation in class activities, project-based learning opportunities and some tests. 

 
Advanced Placement Psychology 12  
English 11 is a prerequisite and Social Psychology 11 is strongly recommended 

Not for the faint of heart ς this introductory university level course will require students to set aside additional time for 

assignments, reading and study.  Topics include research methods, biological aspects of psychology, perception, learning 

and memory, cognitive abilities and language, consciousness, emotions, developmental psychology, personality and social 

behaviour, stress, and psychological disorders and their treatments. Evaluation will be based on chapter tests, homework 

and term projects. The option of writing the AP psychology College Board examination in May requires payment of a fee.  

If students are successful in this exam they may gain credit for first year university psychology. 
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TECHNOLOGY STUDIES 
 

 
 

In Technical Studies, the emphasis is on project work, and students are expected to participate in the design and 

manufacturing of a variety of projects and processes. There is a theory component to all technical courses.  Shop safety is 

important in all technical areas and students will be tested on safety in all courses. 

Lƴ ǎƘƻǊǘΥ  ²9 a!Y9 {¢¦CCΧΦ !ƭǎƻΥ ²9 Dh t[!/9{ !b5 5h {¢¦CCΧCL9[5 ¢wLt{Φ 

 

APPLIED DESIGN SKILLS & TECHNOLOGY 8 ROTATION  

(Woodworking and Electronics & Robotics) 
Students will: 

ω Build project(s) using wood, paper, and cardboard. 

ω Learn to build a robot and operate the robot to perform specific tasks. 

ω Learn to work together as a team. 
 

In Applied Skills 8 students learn to work together to solve technical problems and to develop interpersonal 
communication skills. Course content will also cover areas of interest for students wanting to take additional Tech Studies 
courses in the future.  Everyone in Grade 8 will have an opportunity to be part of the Tech Studies rotation.  This course is 
coupled with Home Economics, and Business Education; each rotation is one term in length. Topics and Projects will 
include: ς Wood Working ς We Make Toys ς VEX IQ Robotics 
 

5w!C¢LbD 
 
Drafting is a universal method for visually communicating ideas in the world of design and manufacturing.   Students will 
learn how to draw, create, and realize their creative ideas. Utilizing: Computer Models, Hand Drawn Products, Scaled 
Models & Portfolios. 
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Drafting 9  
Students in this course will be introduced to Computer Aided Drafting and Design (CADD), technical drawing, applied 

design, and problem solving. The skills and techniques that they learn in this course will be further utilized in other Applied 

Design, Skills, and Technologies (ADST) courses such as Drafting & Design 10, Electronics 10, and Woodworking 10. The 

skills and techniques learned in this course will allow students to manufacture real life products for real life problems. This 

course is suggested for any students interested in architecture, industrial design, engineering, technology, and applied 

sciences. 

 
Drafting 10 
This course is an intermediate level ADST course. Students will gain skills and knowledge enabling them to select effective 

tools, techniques, and problem-solving strategies to visually communicate their solutions to complex real world design 

challenges. Some of these tools include; 3D and 2D Computer Aided Design & Design (CADD) software such as SketchUp, 

Revit, Fusion360, and AutoCAD. Furthermore, students will learn how to physically model their ideas through paper 

modeling. In addition to gaining skills in CADD students will learn drawing and presentation techniques such as rapid 

visualization, technical drawing, and rendering.  Finally, students will utilize a series problem solving strategies such as 

design cycles and computational thinking in order to apply their tool and technique skills in order to create products and 

designs that solve problems. 

 
Drafting and Design 11 
The focus of Drafting 11 is divided into three main areas: computer drawing, architecture and mechanical design 

(Engineering). Students will start the year completing assignments to develop skills and learn the fundamentals of 

architectural and engineering drafting. Students will also be required to develop product ideas and design a small building. 

Students may also choose to develop interests in computer animation. Emphasis is on traditional drafting skills, such as 

model building, sketching, and hand renderings, as well as manual and 3D Computer Aided Design (CAD). Curriculum 

includes urban planning, landscape and residential development. The program aims to develop a blend of manual and 

computer aided design and drafting (CAD) skills suitable for students who are looking forward to a career in the Industrial 

Sciences, Engineering, Technology, and Design. 

 
Drafting/ Design 12: Tech Visualization Architecture 
This course emphasizes design drawing for furniture, building and interior spaces. Students will start by learning how to 

design simple and then complex furniture using 3D software (SketchUp, ArchiCAD, AutoCAD). As students progress 

through the course they will have a chance to design a room of their choice. As a final project, students design a complete 

3D building and all the elements and objects required. Later the computer design is rendered into a scale model. Those 

considering a career in Architecture, Civil Engineering, Urban Planning and Development or Building Technology will find 

Drafting 12 a practical course for developing an application portfolio for a post-secondary institution. 

 

 
9[9/¢whbL/{ !b5 wh.h¢L/{ 
 
Electronics and Robotics will be the primary focus of every course under this heading.  Students learn to build robots to 
solve basic and complex everyday problems.  Additional topics covered will include computer hardware and software 
architecture, troubleshooting simple and complex computer problems, as well as introduction to computer networking 
technology. 
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Electronics and Robotics 9  
Electronics and Robotics 10 
Students will continue to build more robots and learn more about the use of the VEX-IQ robotics platform to solve various 

ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ΨƎŀƳŜ ǇƭŀȅΩ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǘƻ 

formulate and build robots that will solve various technical challenge.  Students will also learn various computer skills 

needed to be successful in high school and beyond. 

 
Electronics 11 Robotics  
Electronics 12: Robotics 
Robotics 11 and Robotics 12 is a continuation from ADST ς Electronics and Robotics 9/10.  Students in this course will have 

the opportunity to construct robots and participate in Competitive and non-competitive robotics challenges.  We will be 

using the VEX-IQ and VEX-EDR robotics platforms to construct robots to solve technical and scientific challenges.  This is a 

fun course intended for students wanting to explore the world of electronics and robotics. 

 
Electronics 11 
Students will: 

ω Be able to build a computer from components. 

ω Be able to assemble and connect a computer network. 

ω Solve real world problems using skills developed from various class discussion topics and in class activities. 

 
In Electronics 11 ς you will learn how to build a computer, how to fix a computer, and how to make it work better.  You 

will also learn how to build a computer network.  If you encounter a computer at least once a day; this is the course for 

you.  Robotics is also a large component of the course.  Students with above average marks in Physics and Math are 

encouraged to sign up for this course.  This is a SERIOUS course recommended for students who are considering/pursuing 

a professional career in Electronics Technology and/or Electrical/Computer Engineering. 

 
Electronics 12 
Students will: 

ω Be able to demonstrate leadership skills during class activities. 

ω Be able to utilize the appropriate tools and technology to solve real world problems with minimal assistance. 

ω Be able to determine the appropriate career pathways in electronics technology as well as being able to locate 

suitable post-secondary institution(s) to pursuit that career. 

 
This course is intended for student who has completed other senior electronics courses. This course will have many 

activities that require students to contribute time outside of regular class schedule. Students with above average marks 

in Physics and Math are encouraged to sign up for this course. This course is highly recommended to students who are 

self-motivated and have good organizational skills.  It is very suitable for students who are considering/pursuing a 

professional career in Electronics Technology and/or Electrical/Computer Engineering. Assignments and projects will vary 

from year to year. 

 

Woodworking 
  
[ŜǘΩǎ .ǳƛƭŘΧΧΧ 

In Woodworking 11 and 12, students will learn how to design, construct, and install various wood projects for the home 

and for the school. A large portion of the course will be devoted to building/constructing for others departments and 
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programs.  For example: Drama plays, the Fashion Show, the Band Concert series, etc.  Students considering this area 

should be willing to do things for others and be ready to jump in and be an active participant rather than sitting on the 

side line.  We all work together as a team and everybody gets to play, No One Is Sitting Down! 

 
Woodwork 9  
Students will continue to build woodworking skills learned in Gr 8. Through the use of woodworking machines and hand 

tools, students will learn and build various simple projects from wooden toys to kitchen and bathroom products. Students 

will also learn various simple repair skills needed to be successful in high school and beyond. 

 

Woodwork 10 
This is an intermediate level course intended for students wishing to explore woodworking as a possible career pathway.  

A number of wood projects will be constructed ranging from small/simple toys to large auditorium sets for the school 

musical and the fashion show.  Students who had demonstrated aptitude in previous woodworking course(s) are strongly 

encouraged to sign up for this course.  Students who are new to woodworking are also encouraged to apply as this may 

be possible an alternative to mainstream traditional post-secondary options.  New and innovative options in the wood 

industries includes safe forest harvesting practices, restoration of forests due to natural disasters, and advance machining 

techniques with respect to prototyping and modern manufacturing.  A small portion of this course will be devoted to the 

use of recycling and the exploration of alternative resource materials. 

 
Woodwork 11 (Carpentry and Joinery) 
Students will: 

ω Be able to demonstrate safe operation of all tools and machinery within the class. 

ω Be able to construct various wood related projects by following instructions. 

ω Be able to construct various wood related projects by the use of The Design and Manufacturing Processes. 

 
Woodwork 11 is an intermediate course in machine wood working where the student will develop an understanding of 

the materials and processes of fine furniture manufacturing. Students will learn the safe use of various woodworking 

machines to design and build furniture projects, within the limits of good design and construction techniques. The focus 

of the course will be on quality design and product development with a strong emphasis on proper procedures and safety. 

Each student will design, construct, and finish a major furniture project. Students will be encouraged to work as part of a 

team. Some material costs will be paid by the student. 

Students will be carrying lumber (from time to time 20 to 30 lbs.) as part of the class learning.  Being physically able to do 

so will be a requirement. 

 
Woodwork 12 (Carpentry and Joinery)  
Students will: 

ω Be able to demonstrate leadership skills during class activities 

ω Be able to utilize the appropriate tools and techniques to solve real world problems with minimal assistance 

ω Be able to determine the appropriate career pathways in wood manufacturing technology as well as being able to 

locate suitable post-secondary institution(s) to pursuit that career. 

 
²ƻƻŘǿƻǊƪ мн ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǿƻƻŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƻƻŘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

various industries and technologies. This is a more advanced level course in cabinet making and construction in which 

students are encouraged to build upon the skills they learned in Woodworking 11. Quality of design, planning, and 

workmanship are keys to success in this course. Production procedures, drawing routines, and cost sheet preparation 
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theory will also be covered. Students who successfully complete this course will be encouraged to pursue post-secondary 

education in this technology field as a possible career pathway. Students will be required to pay for materials used in the 

manufacture of personal projects. 

Students will be carrying lumber (from time to time 20 to 30 lbs.) as part of the class learning.  Being physically able to do 

so will be a requirement. 

 
 

aŜǘŀƭǿƻǊƪ 
 

Metalwork 9  
Metawork 10 
Metalwork 11 
Metalwork 12 
 
Prerequisite: None 
 
This course will focus on the fundamentals of traditional metalworking techniques. Students will learn a variety of process 
including design, soldering, cutting, welding and metal fabrication. Students will see their design go from two-
dimensional rendering into three-dimensional objects. Interested students can take this subject over 4 years of 
their education. Supplemental course fee: for personal projects to be taken home $TBA; additional cost may occur based 
on individual student needs (i.e size of project or material being used).  
 
 

WŜǿŜƭƭŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ 
 
ADST-  Metalwork: Jewellery 9 
BA Jewellery 10  
BA Jewellery 11  
Art Metal and Jewellery12 
 
This course will focus on the handcrafting of jewellery. Students will learn a variety of processes including working with 
specialty hand tools, soldering, wire work, cuttlebone casting, stained glass fused glass etc. Challenges can be found in 
designing their own work within parameters. Students will see their designs go from two-dimensional rendering into 
three-dimensional objects. Interested students can take this subject over 4 years of their education. 
Supplemental course fee: for personal projects to be taken home $TBA; additional cost may occur based on 
individual student needs (i.e size of project or material being used)  
Typical Projects: necklace pendants, bracelets, earrings, rings and more. 
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ENGLISH 
 

 
 
 
English 8  
In English 8, students will focus on the core competencies of communication, critical and creative thinking and personal 

and social skills through the study of short stories, novels, and poetry. The άǇǊƻŎŜǎǎέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

emphasized as students develop their composition skills in paragraphs, short essays and creative writing. They will learn 

to improve their planning, drafting, revising and editing skills as they become more familiar with the breadth of expression 

in English. Students will take part in presentations as individuals or in groups to improve their oral skills. Students will 

explore text and story to better understand themselves and make connections to the wider community, including First 

Peoples. 

 
English 9  
In English 9, students will continue to extend and apply the skills learned in Grade 8, but they will read more sophisticated 

material and be expected to demonstrate growth in their English skills. Written assignments will require more fully 

developed analytic, research and composition skills. Students will be synthesizing meaning from different texts to create 

new understandings, including developing an awareness of the diversity within and across First People Societies. Also, 

students will form an understanding of how literary elements, techniques and devices enhance and shape meaning.  

 

English 10 
English 10 is composed of two 2-credit courses and focuses on all of the six core language skills:  reading, writing, 

listening, speaking, viewing, and representing.  Students are required to select ONE of the following year-long 

combinations. 

¶ Focused Literary Studies & Composition  
This course is similar to the previous year-long English 8 and 9 courses which presented students with a variety of reading 
and writing opportunities.  This course is for students who would like to explore literature and continue to improve their 
writing skills. Students will read, comprehend, and analyze a variety of texts focused on a particular theme, genre or 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ CƛǊǎǘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘŜȄǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǿŀȅǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ Ŝǎǎŀy 
writing and thesis statements. While this course focuses on literary analysis and composition, all core language skills will 
be covered. 



 21 

 

¶ Focused Literary Studies & Creative Writing  
This course is for students who would like to explore literature and enjoy creative writing. Students will read, 
ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǘŜȄǘǎ ōȅ ƎŜƴǊŜΣ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻǊ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ CƛǊǎǘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎΦ 
Students will be able to build their writing skills primarily through personal self-expression. Students will be able to 
experiment, reflect and practice composing a variety of text forms using the writing process. While this course focuses 
on literary analysis and creative writing, all core language skills will be covered. 

 
 

¶ Speculative Fiction & Composition  
This course encourages students to think imaginatively about the future and to anticipate and learn to respond 
constructively to change. The focus of this course is to examine possible futures in literature and film, to write about 
various topics, and to debate some of the issues we face today and will continue to grapple with well into this 
millennium. Students must have an interest in science fiction, fantasy, and gothic literature, as well as a desire to 
improve their writing skills.  While this course focuses on Speculative Fiction and composition, all core language skills 
will be covered. Only one block of this course will be offered. 
 
 

English 11  

Students should select ONE of the following year long courses. 

¶ Literary Studies 11 

This course is for students who enjoy literature and wish to delve deeply into reading and analyzing a variety of texts from 

ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘƛƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻǊ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ CƛǊǎǘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘŜȄǘ ǘƻ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

understanding of themselves, others and the world. They will be encouraged to think critically by exploring how texts are 

constructed by recognizing text features, literary elements and stylistic devices. Students will respond to their 

understanding of literature in a variety of ways, ranging from personal reflection, class/group discussion and writing formal 

academic essays. While this course focuses on literary analysis, all core language skills will be covered. 

 

¶ Creative Writing 11 

This course focuses on the art of creative writing. Although students will still explore all components of English literature 

and language, the approach to these components will be done in a creative manner, reflecting the Core Competencies. 

¢ƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ of Language Arts (reading, 

listening, viewing, writing, speaking, and representing), while nurturing their imagination and inspiring them to think and 

to write creatively. In addition, students will have the opportunity to build on their confidence and writing skills through 

the writing process, peer collaboration, writing submissions to publishers, and the exploration of literature in our 

community when/if possible through field trips, author/poet/journalist visits, etc. Creative Writing 11 is designed for 

students who love to read and write, and who love to respond to literature in creative and expressive ways. 

 
English Studies 12  

¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ мн ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ !Ǌǘǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ 

Through a variety of appropriately challenging texts, students will acquire a clearer understanding of themselves as global 

ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŜǾŜǊ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

knowledge and persǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ tŜƻǇƭŜǎΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΣ 

inquiry and research-based assignments. They will be expected to read, write and respond critically and creatively to 

extend meaning and understanding.   
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English 12 World Literature  

English 12 World Literature emphasizes university preparation through the study of international literature. This English 

12 course should appeal to students who are avid, curious, serious readers and very capable writers. Students wishing to 

write the Advanced Placement examination could benefit from taking this class alongside or before the Advanced 

Placement course. This course is open to students from the Challenge/Studio program and by teacher recommendation. 

Only one block of this course will be offered.  

 
AP English Literature & Composition 12  
AP English Literature and Composition is designed to be a college/university level course. Students will be provided with 

intellectual challenges and a workload consistent with a typical undergraduate university English Literature/Humanities 

course. Students will be exposed to a generous portion of the English Canon. It is expected that students enrolling in this 

course will be strong readers, writers, and thinkers. Students will write the AP Examination in May. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS 

 

 
 
The ELL Program is a multi-age, multi-grade program that provides support for students in developing their reading, 
writing, listening and speaking skills at both the social and academic levels.  The classes provide instruction and cultural 
immersion for new students while supporting their language learning needs.  The aim of the program is to build the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ƳŀƛƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƭƻŀŘΦ   
 
Assessment of ELL students is ongoing and initial placement is made based on an assessment done through the 
International Education orientation or through the DRPC.  Students have the opportunity to move levels depending on 
their language acquisition and the availability of space.  This promotion is dependent on the recommendation of ELL 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΦ 
 
All of the ELL support courses address the Core Competencies, which are the proficiencies that all students need to develop 
and engage in lifelong learning.  They are: Communication, Creative Thinking, Critical Thinking, Positive Personal and 
Cultural Identity, Positive Awareness and Responsibility, and Social Responsibility. 
 

STRUCTURE OF THE ELL PROGRAM 

The ELL program has four levels: 

ELL 1 ς students take ELL Reading 1, ELL Writing 1, ELL Social Studies 1, and ELL Science.  All other classes are mainstream. 

ELL 2 ς students take ELL Reading 2, ELL Writing 2, ELL Socials 2 and one of the following, depending on teacher 

recommendation: ELL Science, Transitional Science 10, or mainstream grade appropriate Science. 

Transitional ς students take three classes to support their language needs: Transitional English, ELC and Transitional 

Socials.  Junior Transitional is for students aged grades 8 and 9, and Senior Transitional is for students aged grades 10 to 

12.  Students who pass Senior Transitional classes receive credit for English 10 and/or Social Studies 10.  eLC is a non-credit 

course. 

ELC ς students take all mainstream classes, including mainstream English and Social Studies in addition to an ELC 3 block. 

This is a one year support program. 
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DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ, and they 

may progress either quicker or may need more time to develop their English language skills. 

 
 

CONTENT OF THE CLASSES 
 
ELL Reading and Writing 

The goal of these two classes is to enable the students to acquire the reading, writing, listening and speaking skills needed 

for mainstream English and other mainstream classes. Academic and conversational language skills are developed through 

the use of novels, short stories, poetry, essays, articles, plays and other media.  Students will participate in activities such 

as silent reading, film viewing, response journals, letter writing, novel studies, short story and poetry analysis, creative 

writing, grammar exercises and more.  While the focus is on promoting literacy and the enjoyment of literature for life-

long learning, there will also be emphasis on acquiring and developing academic vocabulary, academic language structures 

ŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ Ǿƻice. 

ELL Social Studies 

ELL Social studies serves as a bridge to the Transitional and mainstream Social Studies courses. These courses teach an 

ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ƴŀǘƛƻƴƘƻƻŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ also 

introduce the indigenous peoples of Canada, their cultures, languages and customs, as well as the historical organization 

of Canada from the early settlers to the present.  Current affairs are addressed and discussed as well as research skills.  

These courses also teach basic mapping skills, the structure and function of the Canadian government system, the rights 

and responsibilities of Canadian citizens, and strategies for critical thinking. 

ELL Science 

ELL Science is for students needing to learn the language required to access the Science curriculum.  The aim is to build 

vocabulary and reading level as well as familiarity of the language structures in Chemistry, Biology, Physics and Earth 

Science so that students will be successful in mainstream Science. 

 

Transitional English + ELC 

Junior ς This course covers the learning outcomes and content of the English 8 and 9 curriculum with language support. 

Senior ς This course covers the learning outcomes and content of the English 10 curriculum with language support. 

Both courses focus on language and composition; the study of short stories, poetry, non-fiction, drama, novels and other 

genres; and personal response to literature.  These courses help students with an ELL background who need to strengthen 

their understanding and appreciation of English literature as well as continue to develop their writing skills prior to 

entering mainstream English courses. 

 

Transitional Social Studies 

Junior ς This course covers the learning outcomes and content of the Social Studies 8 and 9 curriculum. 

Senior ς This course covers the learning outcomes and content of the Social Studies 10 curriculum.  

Both Transitional Social Studies are a stepping stone between ELL course work and the mainstream curriculum, covering: 

world history, Canadian history, Canadian government, geography, current events, and the indigenous people of Canada. 
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Transitional Science 

Transitional Science is for students aged grade 10 and older whose English language proficiency is sufficient to access an 

adapted Science 10 curriculum, but not developed enough for them to be successful in mainstream classes. 

English Learning Centre 3 (ELC 3) 

This course is designed for students who have just completed one year of Transitional classes or who are entering the 

system at a language level slightly below grade level. This course is designed to provide language support for students in 

the areas of composition, public speaking, vocabulary development, sentence structure, and allows students to work on 

different types of writing including personal, expository, creative, research and analytic. 

ELL Career and Life Education 10 

ELL Career and Life Education prepares students for planning their transition to life beyond secondary school.  Students 

will explore a wide variety of post-secondary educational and career options, will think critically about health issues and 

decisions relating to healthy relationships, will develop financial literacy skills, and will become informed decision makers. 

Through this content, students will build their confidence in English literacy and language development. 
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FINE ARTS 

 

 
 

VISUAL ARTS 
 
Eric Hamber Secondary School offers a well-developed secondary art program which includes opportunities for students:  
to develop imagination and personal imagery; to engage in the production of art; to appreciate the art of others; to 
develop an informed aesthetic and critical awareness; to evaluate their own work and that of others; and to pursue post-
secondary art education and careers in art. 
 
Prerequisites 
There are no prerequisites for entry into any art courses prior to Grade 12. However, in a 12-level course, students must 
have successfully completed an appropriate 11 level course. 
 
Supplemental Fees ς Visual Art 
Only basic materials are provided. The following supplemental fees offer the students access to a more comprehensive 
set of materials, a greater art experience, and a wider variety of project opportunities (i.e., sketchbook, etching materials, 
canvas, fabrics) 
 
Art course (Half-year Gr. 8)  $10.00 
Art courses (Gr. 9ς12) $20.00 per year 
Photography courses      $40.00 per year 
Ceramics & Sculpture courses   $35.00 per year 
 
Fine Arts courses are open to all students and are encouraged as a mode of creativity, team building, skill development, 
and performance. Some senior level classes may require a prerequisite or permission of the teacher, but the majority of 
opportunities are open to all. 
 

Fine Arts 8 Rotations 
  
Visual Arts 8 ς (MVA--08) & 
Music 8 Concert Choir (MMU--08CC1)  
Visual Arts 8 (MVA--08) & Drama 8 (MDRτ08) 
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These are pairs of five-month courses. The Art course will offer the Art Foundations content, namely drawing and painting, 
design, printmaking, ceramics and sculpture, textiles, art history and art criticism.  
 
 

Ceramics & Sculpture ς Gr. 10/11/12 
Visual Arts 10:  Ceramics & Sculpture  
Studio Arts 11:  Ceramics & Sculpture 11  
Studio Arts 12:  Ceramics & Sculpture 12  (Studio Arts 11 is Recommended) 
 
This is an active class where students will learn the basics of ceramics. In the studio students will experiment with food 

safe glazes, develop strong hand building skills (pinch pots, coils, slabs, etc.) as well as begin to develop throwing skills on 

ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘǘŜǊΩǎ ǿƘŜŜƭΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŀƭ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ǳǎing ideas inspired by their 

imagination, inquiry and purposeful play. Using ceramic tools, materials and processes, students will make unique clay 

pieces that reflect their personal ideas and creativity. No prior experience necessary. Students taking this class for the 

second time will continue to develop their skills, learn new techniques and work on more complex independent projects. 

 

Drawing & Painting ς Gr. 10/11/12 
Visual Arts 10:  Drawing & Painting  
Studio Arts 11:  Drawing & Painting 
Studio Arts 12:  Drawing & Painting (Studio Arts 11 is recommended)  
 
These courses will provide students with sequentially cumulative drawing and painting strategies.  Students will develop 
ability to use imagery, the elements and principles of design, historical and contemporary developments, reasoned 
criticism, the application of materials, tools, equipment, processes of art, and a vocabulary in drawing and painting. 
 
Visual Art Foundations ς Gr. 9/10/11/12 
Visual Arts (Art Foundations) 9  
Visual Arts 10:  General  
Art Foundations 11  
Art Foundations 12 (Art Foundations 11 is (recommended) 
 
This fun and creative course requires no previous art experience. Students will be introduced to a variety of media such 
as oil pastels, paints, charcoal, India ink, collage, ceramics, and printmaking. Projects may include observation and portrait 
drawings, cartooning, abstract painting, and working with 3-D forms. A sketchbook of ideas, interests and artwork is 
worked on each week. Effort and a willingness to try new things are at the foundation of this course. 
 

Visual Arts: Photography 10  

This introductory course provides students with the skills to use and develop high quality digital photographs and in 
black and white film. Students will blend theory and practice including: the history of photography, the social 
importance of photography in modern society; camera basics using a SLR; rules of good composition; and basic dark 
room skills. Students will learn through a series of school and community-based photo assignments which will challenge 
both their photographic and social awareness skills. By the end of the course, each student will have a portfolio of their 
work. 

BA Photography 11  

Students taking this course should already have a basic knowledge of camera and darkroom skills using black and white 
film. Students will work with digital technology and manipulation, and develop their individual areas of interestτ
landscape, fashion, social awareness, environmental portraits, photographic essaysτwhile gaining greater control over 
the camera. The majority of work completed in the course will focus on developing a greater understanding of our 
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community, and of the world we live in through photographs. By the end of the course, each student will have a portfolio 
of their work. 

BA Photography 12  

Students wishing to take this course should have completed Photo 11. As with Photo 11, students in Photo 12 will continue 
to explore a variety of photographic genres including portraiture, landscape, fashion, street, and documentary. Students 
will be given the opportunity to work with digital cameras and explore digital manipulation, as well as continue to develop 
their professional portfolio using black and white film within the darkroom. 

FILM PRODUCTION 
 
Visual Arts: Media Arts 11  
Visual Arts: Media Arts 12  
 
In this course you will learn how to make movies. This course provides and exciting introduction to the world of film and 
television production. Students will work in small groups while learning how to use digital video cameras and editing 
software to create short films. Many areas of production will be covered including but not limited to: camera operations, 
storyboarding/ scripting, editing, audio, lighting, interviewing and media literacy. Projects may include short dramas, 
music videos, commercials & public service announcements.  
 
 

 
 

 
DRAMA (STAGE, FILM AND TELEVISION) 
 

Fine Arts 8 Rotation  
 
Drama 8 & Visual Arts 8  
 
Drama 8 (MDRτ08) & Visual Arts 8 (MVA--08) These are pairs of five-month courses. The main emphasis in the Drama 
course is on providing students with an introduction to dramatic expression, appreciation and performance. Emphasis 
will also be placed on telling stories through drama and portraying simple characters. 
 
 


