January 26, 2017

Graham Bruce School News
Dear Graham Bruce Parents/Guardians:
It is indeed my pleasure to send out my first message to the Bruce
community. I have enjoyed a very warm welcome from staff, parents, students, and community partners. I recognize that our snow and ice was an inconvenience to many of you, but it gave me a great opportunity to get to know
students while supervising on the toboggan hill.
Bruce students are very fortunate to be served by such a knowledgeable, caring, and dedicated group of teachers and support staff. I am extremely impressed by the level of cooperation and mutual respect that staff members at this school exhibit. I have had the opportunity to spend time in a number of classrooms during my first few weeks. The highlight was when I got to
teach kindergarten for half a day! I am looking forward to learning more about
teaching and learning at Bruce and to contributing to making a great school
even better.
On January 20 I attended the Community Potluck in the gym. We enjoyed some great food and various forms of entertainment. The highlight was
the Lion dance, which featured one of our students, Eric Luong. The ability of
these young dancers was remarkable – you could almost imagine you were
watching a real lion in action! Thanks again to our PAC for organizing this
event.
This week we received some good news. Starting on February 1 we will
have more Learning Support teaching time to help our students who need extra assistance. This is because of the settlement of the court case between
the BCTF and the Provincial government. We look forward to providing extra
support to our students starting next week.
I would like to let you know that you are free to contact me if you
have any questions, concerns, or positive feedback. My school board email is
smarlyn@vsb.bc.ca. If you wish to speak to me in person you can phone the
school at 604-713-4778. If you drop into the school I may be able to speak
with you immediately. If I am busy with an issue or meeting I will schedule a
time to meet with you. Please note that you need to consult with your child’s
teacher first about anything that relates to instruction or behaviour in the
classroom.
I look forward to getting to know more of you over the next few
months and to assisting in the academic, social, and emotional growth of your
children.

IMPORTANT SCHOOL DATES:
Jan. 30—PRO-D Day—No School for
Students
Feb. 6—PAC Meeting in Library
Feb. 8—Div. 4 to UBC Farm
Feb. 13—Family Day—School Closed
Feb. 16—Kindergarten Vision
Screening
Feb. 24—PRO-D Day—No School for
Students

LOOKING AHEAD:

Mar. 1—Div. 4 to UBC Farm
Mar. 8 & 9—Parent/Teacher
Conferences. Students dismissed at
2:00 p.m.
Mar. 13—17—Spring Break—School
Closed
Mar. 20—24—District Closure Week
Mar. 29—Div. 4 to UBC Farm
Apr. 5—Ready, Set, Learn for 2017
Kindergarteners—Will Stroet
Apr. 12—Div. 4 to UBC Farm
Apr. 14—Good Friday—School
Closed
April 17—Easter Monday—School
Closed
Apr. 26—Div. 4 to UBC Farm

NEXT PAC MEETING
Monday, February 6th, 2017
6:00—7:30 p.m. Library
Babysitting Available

School Office Hours:
8:00 a.m.- 3:30 p.m.
604-713-4778
Happy New Year

Sean Marlyn

恭喜发财
Gong Xi Fa Cai
Graham Bruce Elementary School, 3633 Tanner Street, Vancouver, BC V5R 5P7

Cold and Flu Season
Regular hand washing is our first line of defense! We are in the midst of the cold
and flu season as the poor weather keeps us inside making it easier for the “bugs” to
spread among people. The health authorities stress that regular and proper hand
washing is an effective prevention process. Parents are asked to keep a child home
from school if she/he is ill to prevent the spread of the illness and to provide proper
rest and care.

Allergies & Medicines:
Please let the school know if your child has a very
serious life—threatening allergy or if they regularly
take medication so that we can discuss safety
procedures with you. Medication may only be
administered at school once a “Request for
Administration of Medication at School” form has
been completed by your child’s attending Physician.
Once this form has been completed by your Physician

the medication will be kept at the school office and
the child will see Denise to have the proper doses
administered. Please do not allow your child/children
to bring any type of medication to school for if it gets
into the wrong hands a serious injury could occur.

Home Contact:
Most of our safety procedures rely on our ability to
contact you. Have you changed your home, cell or
emergency phone numbers? If so please call Denise at

Extended Vacation Requests from Families during the School Year
Just a reminder to families that if you choose to go on an extended vacation
during the school year, teachers are NOT expected to provide assignments
either before or after, or give any make-up tests or examinations. It is the
student’s responsibility for learning any content material missed and students will
be marked absent during the duration of the time away from school. Please
advise the school, by letter, stating the dates your child will be leaving and
retuning on; along with a contact number (in case the student does not return on
the expected date). However, students who are absent for more than 20 days
may lose their right to a place at the school if new students arrive during their
absence or if there are students on a waiting list.

Windermere After School Programs
Term 2 of the Windermere After School Programs started
this week! Our students are partaking in Lego Robotics,
Junior Chefs, Mini Chefs, Piano, Voice and Fastbreak
Multisport. Once again thanks to Windermere staff and
student leaders!
Mission Statement

School Code of Conduct

To provide a safe and respectful learning environment
For all students to achieve their full potential as lifelong learners and
to become responsible, contributing citizens in our ever-changing society.

At Graham Bruce School we care for and respect:
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Ourselves
Others
Our Community
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BRUCE PAC NEWS:
Multicultural Potluck: Graham Bruce Elementary has a reputation of welcoming families new to Canada
and celebrating diversity. As there were even more new students this year at Bruce than expected, the Parent
Advisory Council sponsored its first annual Multicultural Potluck on Friday, January 20, 2017 in partnership with
the school. Many parents from the school volunteered their time and converted the school gym into a dining area
and a stage. There were over 100 people at this event. As people came in, they dropped off dishes of food along
the entire side of the school gym. The result was an unbelievable buffet with dishes from all over the world!
Along with the food - there was entertainment! The evening started off with an African drumming circle led by
professional musician Russell Shumsky. Students learned to drum traditional African rhythms in a free lesson
with over 20 drums. The night ended with a performance by the amazing Dragon & Lion Dance Association of BC,
a non-profit group with its head office in Joyce-Collingwood (http://liondancebc.ca). The group performed a baby
lion dance with red and yellow lions. One of Bruce's own students, Eric in Grade 4, is a member of this group
which performed for guests. But this event was more than simply food and entertainment. Families from
different groups made connections with each other. Bruce Elementary made connections with its own community.
It's a fresh start for many families in Joyce-Collingwood - what a way to celebrate new beginnings and a new
year at Graham Bruce Elementary!
Bottle Drive Campaign: The Parent Advisory Council assisted the grade 7 students and teachers with
the Bottle Drive at the beginning of January. The grade 7 students made $100 in just two days of bottle
collecting. All proceeds will go to their graduation fund.
We need your help now with the Carnival raffle: Each year, the Parent Advisory Council and the school
partner to host a Carnival. This year, our Community Carnival will be on Friday, May 26, 2017. It’s the biggest
fundraiser for the school. Every dollar raised goes to support the school and its students. As part of the
Carnival, the Parent Advisory Council organizes a raffle using prizes donated from local businesses. This year we
need your help collecting raffle donations. Please print off the attached form and take it to businesses and ask
them to donate to our school’s raffle. The more prizes we collect for our raffle, the more money we can raise to
support our school and programs for our kids. All donations must be received by April 1, 2017. We only have
about 8 weeks left to collect prizes ! We need your help!
Lego Robotics: The Parent Advisory Council is sponsoring a new Lego Robotics course to Bruce
students! Using special Lego Robotics kits, students will build motorized models. Students will then learn
computer programming to make their models move! The Vancouver School Board has hired a computer instructor
to teach this “hands-on” workshop to our kids. This 7 week course usually costs about $150. Due to the Parent
Advisory Council’s sponsorship, it’s only $60 per student. The course is after school on Wednesdays from
January 25 to March 6. Students in Grade 5 can also register for this
program now too ! For more information, you may also call (604) 7135885.
School Website:
Next Parent Advisory Council Meeting: Our next PAC
http://bruce.vsb.bc.ca
meeting is Monday, February 6, 2017 from 6:00 to 7:30 pm in the
PAC Website:
school library. Childminding is provided during our meetings.
https://brucepac.ca/

Superintendent:
Director of Instruction:
Official Trustee:
Principal:
Secretary:
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Scott Robinson
Ellen Roberts
Dianne Turner
Sean Marlyn (604-713-4778)
Denise Meyer (604-713-4778)
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February 2017
Thank you for helping us help your child/children have a great day at school by making sure
they arrive by 8:55 a.m. each school day!
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