Nootka Elementary
School
3375 Nootka Street
Vancouver, BC
V5M 3N2
https:/mootka.vsb.bc.ca

Phone: 604-713-4767
Email: nootka@vsb.bc.ca

Principal: Mr. Richard Zerbe

Principal’'s Message

| want to say thank you to all the families
at Nootka. As the new Principal to your
school, you have made me feel so wel-

September 19, 2017

Nootka welcomed 400 students this year
with 19 divisions in all and we increased
one division overall compared to last

come. | am already very impressed with ~ year. Additionally, Nootka now has far

the school community and especially the  more combined classes than in past

Office Admin Assistant: amazing staff who, in a very short time,  years. While | know this represents a dra-
Ms Patricia Rosselli have already shown me just how hard-  matic shift from what families may be

working, dedicated and professional used to, | am confident it will not take

they are. You are all very fortunate to be  long to appreciate the benefits.

part of the Nootka community!

PAC Chair: Mr. lan McDonald Richard Zerbe, Principal

Vice Principal: Mr. Rajneil Deo

Director of Instruction:
Mr. Aaron Davis

Staffing Updates

New school years often bring new peo-
ple and exciting opportunities to the
school. Join us in saying welcome to:

Mrs. Rishma Bahadoorsingh, Resource
Mr. Chris Kelly, Student Support Worker
Ms. Dorothy Chiu, Student Support Worker

e Mr. Jeff Teed, Div 2, Gr 7 Classic e  Mr. Trevor Klushin, Student Support Worker
e Ms. Sonia Ko, Div 3, Gr 5/6 Classic e Ms. Nina O’Donnell, Student Support Worker
e Ms. Megan Mattock, Div 4, Gr 5/6 FA e Ms. Louise Prosser, Student Support Worker Lo
e Ms. Carrie Craddock, Div8, Gr3/4 FA e Ms. Melina Constantino, Youth & Family Worker . A . a ~
e Mrs. Linda Wong, Div 14, Gr 1/2 Classic e  Ms. Erin Boswell, Speech & Language Pathologist 9 JSNE AZ )/ S A TI S |
e  Mrs. Rachel Corkum, Div 15, Gr 1 FA e  Mr. Dana Saunders, Assistant Building u 2 NI I dzZt | N &
e  Mrs. Stel-la Fabregas, Prep teacher Engineer a0K22f 6 Sl aai
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Meet the Teacher Night—Thursday, September 21

Our Meet the Teacher event will be this coming Thursday
evening, September 21 starting at 6:15 pm and ending at
7:30 pm. Students will take their families to their class
first and introduce them to their teacher. Some teachers
will use more of a “drop-in” format of visiting the class
and teacher. Other teachers will do brief, more formal
presentations.

At 6:45, parents and families are asked to come to the
gym to meet other school staff and to hear from our PAC
and hear of some of Nootka’s programs and initiatives.

/2 A f6@RAZNSRES NI A & S NJ
The Meet the Teacher Night will feature a special fund-
raiser in support of Horse Lake Elementary School in 100
Mile House, BC. The Nootka School community is invited
to help the students and families at Horse Lake School
recover from the traumatic wildfires they experienced

this summer and to this day. While this community did
not experience much loss to property or effects, they
lived through significant uncertainty and worry as fires
came closer and closer to their community. Nootka stu-
dents are contributing to a large banner with well-wishes
that will be sent from our school to theirs, letting students
and families there know we are thinking of them and wish
them a speedy return to stability and normalcy. Our ban-
ners will be put up in our gym during the Meet the Teach-
er Night for families to add their own personal wishes of
support. In addition, the PAC will be holding a bake sale
fundraiser at the Meet the Teacher Night as part of this
support effort. All funds raised will be given to Horse Lake
Elementary School for their community to enjoy and show
there are others who care and are thinking of them. If
you are able to bake single-serving somethings (cupcakes,
cookies, etc) or volunteer at the sale, please contact par-
ent Bonnie Jarvis at nootkanews@gmail.com.

Forms & Fees

A Package of School Supplies and Fees Information and
other important forms was sent home on Friday. Please
read the information carefully and return the requested
items by Friday, Sept 29. Teachers and the office greatly
appreciate your assistance with this.
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The fee payment slip included in your package reflects

those fees specific to your child’s class. Please read it

carefully.

**Please note:

e There are two separate fees per student: one for
school supplies (525) and another for other fees
(performance fees, agenda, workbooks, etc). Please
do not combine these amounts into the same cheque;
please issue a separate cheque for each amount. The
payments the school must make for these various
items go to separate agencies and your cooperation
helps us greatly.

e Additionally, we ask that you do not combine more
than one child on the same cheque. Please issue sep-
arate cheques for each child. We apologize for any
inconvenience this may cause.

Forms and Fees are due

Return the payment slips and on Friday, September 29

fees in the large brown enve-
lope the forms came in.

Under Vancouver School Board no student will be denied
access to the school supplies required for his or her edu-
cational program because of financial hardship or inability
to pay. Nor will any child be excluded from activities
where a fee is charged. If at any time there is a financial
challenge, please speak with your child’s teacher or con-
tact the school Principal, Richard Zerbe. All requests will
be treated confidentially.

to your child's teacher.

Thank you.
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The pink sheet included in your package reflects the infor-
mation we currently have in our system related to your
child. Please review it carefully and write on it any chang-
es to the information. Of particular importance is contact
phone numbers and emails. Please make sure these are
updated at the school as needed. Also, please try to pro-
vide all 3 emergency contacts as well as an out-of-district
contact whom we may have to contact in the event of a
major emergency such as an earthquake. Our efforts to
reach you or someone else when your child is sick or in-
jured rely on accurate and complete contact information.

+ SNAUOI a;
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Nootka School Library News

Welcome back everyone! | hope you all had a lovely sum-
mer. |look forward to getting books in to the students’
hands as soon as possible. Throughout the year I'll be
doing my best to get (or keep) your children “hooked on
reading” by recommending reading materials that are
suited to the individual interests and abilities of your
child.

Please encourage your child to enjoy and take care of the
books they bring home. Also please enjoy the library
books WITH your children.

Your child should have a regular place where they keep
their library materials. Please remind them to bring their
books back on time. Although fines are not charged for
overdue books, replacement fees are charged for lost and
damaged books.

[L.w!w, I hj}w{

The library is open on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs-
day. Students and their families are welcome to read and
exchange books on those mornings from 8:40 to 9 am.
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They are also welcome to come in after school until 3:20.
| look forward to meeting some parents, grandparents,
and siblings. Please do come in and say hi!

hhy C! Lw
Mark your calendars! The ever-popular Scholastic Book
Fair is coming up next month : October 10th-12th. This
fair, which raises funds to put towards new books for our
library will be coinciding with the Parent-Teacher Confer-
ence nights, so please do stop by. If you are able to help
with the Book Fair, please email Jane at janeyee@live.ca

+th[ | b¢99wLbD

If you would like to volunteer to help in the library, please
let me know. I'd love to have you. Any bit of help goes a
long way.

Also, please don’t forget to email Jane if you can help with
the Book Fair.

Happy reading,
Lucy Skipper, Nootka Teacher-Librarian

Student Code of Conduct

Nootka School’s Code of Conduct was reviewed with students at an assem-
bly at the beginning of this week. A copy is included in the package of forms
sent home. We ask that you please review it and review it with your child

(ren) as needed.

The school rules reflect the 3 basic tenets of our Code of Conduct.
S OIF NB
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CODE OF
CONDUCT

At the assembly, students were asked what the core purpose of school is.

They were quick to answer that the core purpose is:
e tolearn, and

APOSITIVE GUIDE TO THE KIND OF SCHOOL
COMMUNITY WE ARE STRIVING TO BE

e to play safely and socialize together peacefully and respectfully

ThereforeX

Students should not do anything that interferes with that core purpose .
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Some General Reminders
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We would like to underline the importance [,
of coming to school on time. Children \
should be in their classrooms by the 2nd bell
at 9am. The first bell rings at 8:57am. When children
come late to class, it is disruptive to the rest of the
class who have started on their morning routine and
the late student misses out on the all important
“shape of the day” that is essential in preparing them
for their day’s learning. Leaving home 5 minutes earli-
er in the morning, will help your child settle calmly into
their day and connect with their peers and not feel so
rushed. Thank you, in advance for your help with this!

{ dZLISNBBAaAz2y 2F {GdzRSy(a
There is daily adult supervision at 8:40am and at 3:00-
3:20pm. For safety reasons, please do not bring your
children to school before 8:40am (unless you are there
to supervise them on the playground). Please pick up
your children soon after dismissal time. Thank you.

{AIYAy3 hdzi / KAt RNBY I i
When you are taking your child out for lunch or for an
appointment, please remember to sign them out at
the office as well as back in, when you return. In case
of an emergency, this information is very important
when we try to determine who is/is not at school, es-
pecially in the case of a fire or an earthquake.

¢NF YO {FFSGe

Please remember to follow all traffic signs posted
along 17th and along Nootka street in front of the
school. Do not park in drop off areas which have
cones, as this will clog up our street. The police and
City of Vancouver Parking Officers will be out ticketing
throughout the year. There is ample room to park on
Nootka Street further towards Renfrew Community
Centre (and we understand the current City of Vancou-
ver engineering vehicles and materials up the street
will not be there long). Walking a bit to school, rain or
shine, is good for our children as they get a bit of exer-
cise before starting class and it can be great parent-
child quality time early in the morning.
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Children should be using the designated cross walk,
when leaving their family cars. Nootka street is particu-
larly busy at 8:45 - 9am.

Parents/Caregivers are not to use the staff parking lot to
drop off or pick up their children. Additionally, we want
to remind children and parents not to cut through the
staff parking lot on foot or by bike. Often, our staff need
to maneuver their car to get in/out of the parking stalls.
There are many blind spots when attempting to do so.
Having folks not walk through the lot, will increase safety
for everyone. Thanks for your help with this matter!

5NBaaiAy3ad F2NJ 6KS 2SI G§KSNJ
Every day is an outside day at Nootka. Please ensure
your child is prepared for the weather so they can make
good choice for their outside play at recess and at lunch.
For younger children, it’s a good idea to have a spare set
of clothes (ie extra sweat pants, socks) in case they get
overly wet. We want to encourage children to make
wise choices and we will not call home for extra clothes.

LT &82dzNJ OKAfR A& aixol0lood
...stay home! If your child comes to school sick, then oth-
er children will get sick too. And if we do call home when
your child is sick at school, please try to come to pick
them up as quickly as you can. Thank you in advance for
your diligence in monitoring your child's health.

[ dzy OK YAG&A FyR 2 (SNJ 29t Sa
If you have not done so already, please label your child's

lunch kit inside and outside with their name using a black

sharpie - doing so makes it easy to return the lunch kit to

your child. His/her water bottle should also be labelled

with a black sharpie. Each term we have a number of lost

items that find their way to the Lost and Found with no

name. Thanks!
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Contacting Us

Our 2017-18 staff list is posted on-line on our school website. Should you need to contact or speak with a teacher or
member of the staff, please contact the school directly via telephone and we will pass on your message for the staff
member to call you back. As you can understand, staff are not always immediately available to take your call right
away (as they are busy teaching your children!) so they will call you back as soon as they can. Some teachers use
email and will readily give out their email address, but, like doctors or other professionals, many teachers receive
their calls via the main office, and scheduling meetings in advance is also encouraged. Thank you.
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Nootka is “Allergy Aware”

C22R Ittt SNBASA

Everyone is reminded that Nootka is an “allergy aware” school. We have several students with allergies to seeds
(sesame, etc), nuts and nut products (e.g. peanut butter). In support of them, we encourage children to avoid bring-
ing lunches and snacks with these ingredients, and where they must bring them, that students are aware that such
ingredients can be dangerous to others. Please encourage your children not to share their food or snacks, and to
wash their hands frequently. Give extra thought to baked goods or treats you make for special events or bake sales,
and include a printed list of ingredients. Educating all children—both those with allergies and those without—is our
best preventive action when we cannot guarantee a nut-free environment.

Vancouver schools work within Vancouver Coastal Health guidelines. For more information, go to: http://
www.vch.ca/public-health/children-youth-schools/school-health/vancouver-school-health-manual/allergies-
anaphylaxis-info-for-vancouver-schools

{OSyia {Syas

Along a similar line, we ask all families (adults and children) to be aware that others in the school (staff and students)
may have sensitivities to strong scents and aromas which can cause them serious reactions. Please be conscious of
perfumes, colognes, or aromatherapy products that you or your child may wear while in the school. Thank you.

(0 2 f Ra¥eRindicate change in regular school times)
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Tue 19 Terry Fox student assembly

Thur 21 Meet the Teacher, 6:15-7:30pm
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Wed 27 PAC Meeting, Staffroom, 6:30 pm ‘ newJI?:;illllsnings & | Happiness o you
Thur 28 Terry Fox Run in the PM. Details to come. i i 2 .
h/ ¢h. 9w

Tue 3 Student Photo Day

Thur 5 Aboriginal Celebration Assembly, 9am
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PLEASE VISIT OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE FOR REGULARLY UPDATED CALENDAR: http://nootka.vsb.bc.ca
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